





building a fora for Ministers to conduct effective dialogues on
MC12 and WTO reform. My colleague will further elaborate
China’s position in this regard.

On relationship between accessions and reform. In December
last year, also under the China Programme, we had the 3™ South-
South Dialogue on LDCs and Development near Geneva, themed
with “WTO Reform: Perspectives from Developing and Least
Developed Countries”; in May, June and November this year,
India, China and South Africa respectively held Ministers’ and
Ambassadors’ Retreats in New Delhi and Geneva. Our objective
is simple: the WTO indeed needs to keep up with the times, but
the reform should be in the right direction and take the right
approach. It ought not to be a one-side story from developed
members. Developing members, including LDCs, should have
our own narrative and agenda to reform the Organization.

Today’s meeting is another good opportunity, and a necessary
step, to discuss the WTO reform — the flavor of the current trading
world, among acceding governments and some WTO members,
so that you could better understand what is going on in Geneva,
what reform really means and what steps you could take during
the accession and domestic reform process, so that you may
quickly find the North to join the family.

Talking about the advantages of joining the WTO, an alike LDC’s
successful story may cause more sympathy.






especially for developing countries and LDCs in particular.

At this critical juncture of the WTO, IFD, proposed by developing
members, is one of the few positive agenda items with relatively
promising prospects. Till now, 98 members co-sponsored a new
Joint Ministerial Statement to show support for this initiative,
aiming to achieve a concrete outcome at MC12. It is not
surprising that, those co-sponsors include more than 20 LDCs, a
dozen small and vulnerable economies (SVES), and 12 articles
XII members, which demonstrates that developing countries and
small economies could and should play a positive role in the
international [TIETQ3BET0



