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Mr Deputy Director General of the WTO
Mr. Deputy Director General of UNCTAD,
Madam Executive DirectorfdTC,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning.

NoabkrwhE

8. Let me first of all extend warm greetings to all of you on behalf of Her Excellency Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf, President of the Republic of Liberia.

9. Being back in Nairobi to speak on the WTO PAstession brings back fond memories:
On June 1%, 2016, Liberia depositedts Instrument ofAcceptance of the écession
Package to the WTQthus meeting the final requiremsrior WTO Membership. We
are plased to note that Liberia is th63* member of the WTO.

10.This remarkable achievement igligectresult of eightyears of intensive technical work
and mulilateral trade negotiationed by the Liberian negotiating team and technicians
based in Liberiarbm various ministries and agenci®det me once again use this
opportunity to congratulate our civil servants for this collective achieverétiiout
you, we would not be here today.

11. I would also like toagain recognizeeveral partners whose suppmr@de this possible.
They include the US, EUChina, Sweden, th&VTO SecretariatSIDA/NBT, ITC,
UNCTAD, ACWL, World Bank, EIF, and King and Spalding Law Firm, and ISLP.
Particularly, | would like to thankhe WTO Secretariat for having recently organized
timely National Workshop on Pegiccession under the sponsorship of the China
Programme

LiberiaOs Accession Process

12.Ladies and Gentlemen, WTO Membershigays the foundatiorfor the establishment of a
system that prootes inclusive economic growth, atita foreign investment, and
createsan environment focused on increasing international tieai#ay weare proud to
be an official member of the WTO and subsctibés rules and value

13.0ur eight years journeto become a fulfledged WTO membehas notbeen an easy
one, but today we are proud that despite the many challenges, we succeeded in gaining
our rightful place in the multilateral trading system. As we all know, Libedeated its
interest in WTO membership for the first time in 2007. Theotwilhg years until formal
approval atWTO Tenth Ministerial Conference in December 2015 in Nairobi, Kenya
were spent withtechnical assistance for the accession protesisling capacity forthe
Liberian negotiating teangonductingstakeholderCswvarenes, anddrafting the actual
negotiation inputs. The work did not stop there. The team madmbkgyes to Genevac. |
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26.Recognizing the challenges of sourcing scaresuress from aide for trade program



