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6. Concerning our market access commitments, the commitments on trade in goods cover 10,694 

tariff lines, with an average bound rate of 19.3% for agricultural goods and 18.7% for industrial goods, 
compared with applied tariffs of 18.4% and 10.0%, respectively. Most tariff commitments took effect 
from the date of accession while some are to be reduced transitionally over 5 to 10 years. Given our 
LDC status and by providing sound and rational arguments during various rounds of bilateral 
negotiations, Lao PDR has been able to convince our negotiating partners that joining the sectoral 
initiatives, in particular to cut tariffs to 0%, would have been too much for our economy at this point in 
time, given the important other reforms we were implementing. 

7. On services negotiations, Lao PDR has opened 10 service sectors or 79 subsectors (out of a 
total 160 subsectors). These include: professional services, computer services, research and 
development, telecommunication, construction, distribution services, private education, environmental 
services, financial services, private health, tourism, and air transport. 

Opportunities and benefits for Lao PDR 

8. Overall, this can give you an idea of what the accession process entailed for us. Of course, 
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Challenges and lessons learned for LDC accessions  

10. Now, with respect to the challenges we have faced and the lessons we learn, the first thing 
that comes to mind is the fact that joining WTO is not an end in itself; it is a tool to help a country 
adjust its internal system to the best practices of the world trading community. Continuation of the 
reform process after accession and proper implementation of reforms is instrumental, otherwise the 
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