


We all know LDCs are important members of the international
community. Their economic growth and social progress have a
bearing on world peace and stability, thus the international
community shares a common responsibility in helping and
assisting in fostering their economic and social development.

Yet d



of WTO at an earlier date. They will enjoy effective and due
protection of multilateral trade rules, as well as greater market
access opportunities that other countries would offer after

becoming part of this trade family.

The China Roundtable on WTO Accessions is an important
undertaking under the framework of the China Program
signed between China and the WTO Secretariat. Through
dialogues on LDCs’ accession to the WTO, the Roundtable
creates a platform for WTO members and the acceding parties
to communicate and exchange ideas. It reflects China’s sincere
support to LDCs, and it has effectively assisted LDCs to better

participate in the multilateral trading system in its own way.

Thanks to the efforts of the Secretariat, three Phases of the
China Program have been successfully implemented and all
parties concerns have been satisfied. Last month, China and
the Secretariat signed the MOU for the fourth Phase, in which
China pledged to increase its contribution by 25% to USD
500,000. The scope of the new Phase will be expanded to
holding South-South Dialogue and supporting LDCs’ Trade

Policy Review follow-up activities. We hope that this program
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could continue to assist the LDCs that have acceded and those

who are still in the process of acceding.

Colleagues and friends,

As a developing country, China is a natural friend of the LDCs.
We believe LDCs are an integral part of the world economy
and the potential driver for future economic development and
trade. To the best of its capacity, China is willing to scale up its
support to the LDCs through various means. Since the launch
of the WTOQO'’s aid for trade initiative, China has taken a series
of diversified and substantive measures to help the LDCs for
its trade and economic development. China has pledged not to
demand market access for LDCs who applied to accede into
this organization. China also started to grant DFQF treatment
to certain products from the LDCs since 2005. And in 2015,
the coverage of DFQF products has been extended to 97
percent of all tariff lines of goods that China imports from the
LDCs. Since 2008, China has continuously been the largest

export market for the LDCs.

Dear colleagues and friends,



China will continue to support the Secretariat in its effort to
help LDCs participate in the multilateral trading system and
economic globalization. We hope by sharing experience in the
following 3 days, we can identify the best practice in the
transition from accession to membership, and maximizing the
benefits of WTO membership and global economic integration

for LDCs.



