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DRAFT 

LAW 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN 

«ON GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS» 

T h i s Law shall gover n relat i o n s arisi n g in  connect i o n with the lega l prot e c t i o n and 
use in the Republ i c of Tajiki s t a n of “a ppe l l a t i o n of origin ” and “indi c a t io n of 
source ” r e f e r r e d to by a gen era l ter m  of a geogra p h i c a l indica t i o n. 

CHAPTER 1. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1.  Basic terms 

T h e terms used in this Law shal l have the follow i n g meanin g : 

a geogra p h i c a l object – shall mean  a territ o r y with offic i a l l y defin e d borde r s, for 
examp l e, a countr y, a region as a part  of a count r y, a settl e men t, a local i t y ; 

an appli c a t i o n – shall mean a set of docum e n t s neces s a r y for regis t r a t i o n and for 
acqui r i n g the right to use an appel l a t i o n an  appel l a t i o n of origi n or for acqui r i n g 
the right to use an appel l a t i o n of origi n alrea d y regis t e r e d ; 

a co mp ete n t authori t y – shall mean 
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Body (herein a f t e r the “Paten t Offic e ”). 

In cases st ipul a t e d by this Law, the Pa t ent Office, in accord a n c e with its 
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1. Legal prote c t i o n of an appel l a t i o n of origin in the Republ i c of Tajiki s t a n shall 
stem fro m its state regist r a t i o n in accord a n c e with the proced u r e presc r i b e d by this 
Law or by virtue of intern a t i o n a l agr ee m e n t s recog n i z e d by the Republ i c of 
Tajiki s t a n. 
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2. While an appli c a t i o n is being exami n e d and while a decis i o n in respe c t there o f is 
pendin g, the applic a n t shall be entitl e d to supple me n t, correc t or amend the 
materi al at tached to the applicat ion. 

If the suppl e men t a r y mater i a l s subst a n t i a l l y alter the applic a t i o n, such materi a l s 
shall not be accept e d for consid e r a t i o n a nd may be arrang e d by the applic a n t as a 
separ a t e appli c a t i o n. 

4. During the examin a t i o n the Patent Offi c e shall be entit l e d to request from the 
applic a n t the supple m e n t a r y materi a l s the absen c e of which would make the 
exami n a t i o n impo s s i b l e. 

The additi o n a l materi a l s sha ll be filed withi n two month s of the day on which the 
reques t is receiv e d. At the req u es t of th e applic a n t, the Patent Offic e may extend 
this period, provid e d the reques t has been  receiv e d prior to the expiry of the 
afore me n t i o n e d perio d. If the appli c a n t viol a t e d the estab l i s h e d term or did not 
answer the reques t, the applic a t i o n shall be consid e r e d to ha ve been withd r a w n 

4. A forma l exami n a t i o n of an appli c a t i o n shall be carri e d out withi n two month s 
from the date of its filing with the Patent Offic e. 

Durin g the cours e of the forma l exami n at i o n, the presence of th e necessar y 
docum e n t s and their confo r mi t y with the estab l i s h e d requi r e m e n t s shall be 
check e d. Depend i n g on the findi n g s of the fo rmal examin a t i o n, a decisio n shall be 
made eithe r to accep t it for furth e r ex ami n a t i o n or to deny its accep t a n c e. 

Simu lt a n e o u s l y with notif i c a t i o n of the posit i v e outco m e of the forma l 
examin a t i o n, the ap plic a n t shall be inform e d of the filin g date estab l i s h e d pursu a n t 
to Parag r a p h 5 of Artic l e 9 of this Law. 

A justif i e d notif i c a t i o n of refusa l to accep t the appli c a t i o n for consi d e r a t i o n shall 
be sent to the applic a n t. 

5. The desig n a t i o n appli e d for under an a ppli c a t i o n which has been accep t e d for 
exami n a t i o n shal l be check e d for comp l i a n c e with the requir e m e n t s set out in 
Articl e 5 of this Law. 

Durin g the exami n a t i o n of the desig n a t i o n a ppli e d for, the legit i m a c y of indic a t i n g 
the place of origin (produc t i o n) of a good within the territ o r y of the Republ i c of 
Tajiki s t a n shall also be checke d. 

Pendi n g a decis i o n upon the findi n g s of an exami n a t i o n of a desig n a t i o n appli e d 
for, the appli c a n t may be notif ied of the re sults of a check perform e d to verify the 
comp l i a n c e of such desig n a t i o n to the requi r e men t s set out in Artic l e 5 of this Law 
along with an invit a t i o n to submi t its/his argum e n t s regar d i n g the groun d s of such 
notifi c a t i o n. The applic a n t's argume n t s shall be taken into accou n t in decis i o n-
makin g based on the findin g s of the exami n a t i o n of the desig n a t i o n appli ed for, 
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appell a t i o n of origi n and not to grant the ri ght to use it; or to provi d e the right to 
use the appell a t i o n of origin alread y regist e r e d ; or to refus e to grant the right to use 
the appel l a t i o n of orig i n alrea d y regis t e r e d. 

7. An applic a n t may withd r a w an appli c a t i o n at any time durin g its exami n a t i o n 
befor e recod a l in the State regis t e r of  appell a t i o n s of goods of the Republi c of 
Tajiki s t a n (herein a f t e r, “Regis t e r ”) of the infor ma t i o n relat i n g to the regis t r a t i o n of 
and grant of the right to use the appell a t i o n of origin. 

Article 11. Appeal against the decision on an application and 
reinstatement of missed terms 

1. In the event of disagr e e m e n t with th e decisi o n taken on the result s of a formal 
exami n a t i o n, with the refus a l to accep t th e appli c a t i o n for consi d e r a t i o n, or with 
the decisi o n passe d on the result s of an ex ami n a t i o n of the desig n a t i o n appli e d for, 
or with the decisi o n to recogn i z e an app li c a t i o n as havin g been withd r a w n, the 
applic a n t may lodge an object i o n with the Appea l Board withi n three month s after 
the date of receip t of the corres p o n d i n g decis i o n. 

2. The time perio d s provid e d for by para g r a p h 3 of Artic l e 10 of this Law and 
misse d by an appli c a n t, may be resto r e d by the Paten t Offic e on the basis of an 
approp r i a t e petiti o n of the applic a n t, wh ich shall be filed not more than two 
month s after the date of their expir y, pr ovided that the reas on s are confir m e d to 
have been valid and that the respe c t i v e fee is paid. 

Such petit i o n shall be filed with the Patent Office simult a n e o u s l y with the 
materi a l s reques t e d by the examin e r or w ith a req u e s t for exten d i n g the time perio d 
presc r i b e d for its submi s s i o n, or simu l t a n eo u s l y with an objec t i o n filed with the 
Appeal Board. 

Article 12. Registration of an appellation of origin and issuance of a 
certificate of the right to use an appellation of origin 

1. On the basis of the decisi o n of examin a t i o n the Patent Office shall reg ist e r an 
appell a t i o n of origin in the Regist e r. Th e appell a t i o n of origin , the indic a t i o n and 
descri p t i o n of the specia l prope r t i e s of the good in respec t of which the appell a t i o n 
of origin has been regist e r e d, the inform a t i o n relat e d to the regis t r a t i o n and grant 
of the right to use the appell a t i o n of origin , to the exten s i o n of the term of valid i t y, 
and the subseq u e n t chang e s in such inform a t i o n shall be entere d in the Regist e r. 

2. Issuanc e of a certif i c a t e for the right to  use an appel l a t i o n of origin (hereina f t e r 
“cert i f i c a t e ”) and record a l of the inform a t i o n about a certi f i c a t e holde r in the 
Regis t e r shall be made by th e Patent Office within one  mont h from the date of 
receipt of a docu men t provin g the pay men t of a fee. 

Unless a docume n t provi n g the paymen t of a fee for the issuanc e of a cer tific a t e of 
the right to use an appel l a t i o n of origi n is  duly submit t e d, such certif i c a t e shall not 
be issue d and the infor ma t i o n about the cer ti f i c a t e holde r shall not be recor d e d in 
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Law, except for the infor ma t i o n which de scr i b e s any speci a l prope r t i e s of the 
good, shall be publis h e d by the Patent Offic e in its Offici a l Bulle t i n forth w i t h after 
its recoda l in the Regist e r. 

Article 16. Registration of an appell ation of origin in foreign countries 

1. Legal entit i e s and natur a l perso n s of th e Republi c of Tajikis t a n shall have the 
right to regis t e r an appel l a t i o n of origi n in forei g n count r i e s. 

2. An applic a t i o n for regis t r a t i o n of an appel l a t i o n of origin in forei g n count r i e s 
shall be filed follo w i n g the regis t r a t i o n and acqui s i t i o n of the right to use the 
appell a t i o n of origin in th e Republ i c of Tajiki s t a n. 

CHAPTER 4 . 

USE OF GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS 

Article 17. Use of geographical indications 

1. Use of an appel l a t i o n of orig in sha ll be under s t o o d to mean its use on goods, 
labels, packag i n g, in adver t i s i n g, pa mph l e t s, invoi c e s, blank forms and other 
docume n t a t i o n connec t e d with the co mm ercial use of such goods. 

2. The use of false indica t i o n s of source a nd a regist e r e d appel l a t i o n of origi n by 
perso n s who do not posse s s an appro p r i a te cer tifi c a t e, even if the genuine place of 
origin of a good is indic a t e d or an appe l l a t i o n is used in trans l a t i o n or in 
comb in a t i o n with such expres s i o n s as "s ort", "kind," "type," "imitati o n," and the 
like, shall not be permit t e d, just as the use of an ident i c a l desig n a t i o n for any good 
which may misle a d the consu m e r  as reg ar d s the place of or igi n and speci a l featu r e s 
of the good (illegal use of a geo g rap h i c a l  indic a t i o n) shall not be allow e d. 

Goods, labels and packa g i n g of these goods, on which an appel l a t i o n of origin or a 
confu s i n g l y simi l a r de sign a t i o n is used illega l l y, are counte r f e i t s. 

3. Any person who honest l y used the name  of a geogra p h i c a l objec t ident i c a l or 
simil a r to the regis t e r e d appel l a t i o n of orig i n for not less than six month s prio r to 
the date of its regist r a t i o n shall be retain the right to conti n u e to use it durin g a two 
year perio d from the date of the said regis t r a t i o n. 

4. The assign me n t of the right to use a geogr a p h i c a l indic a t i o n and provis i o n of the 
right to use it on the basis of a license shal l not be admitt e d. 

Article 18. Precautionary Marking 

A certi f i c a t e holde r may affix next to th e appel l a t i o n of origi n a precau t i o n a r y 
markin g in the form of the La tin lett e r R, eithe r –by itsel f or  in a circle, or a verbal 
desig n a t i o n indic a t i n g that th e applie d design a t i o n is an  appel l a t i o n of origi n 
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register e d in the Rep ubli c of Tajikis t a n. 

 

 

CHAPTER 5. 
TERMINATION OF LEGAL PROTEC TION OF AN APPELLATION OF 

ORIGIN 

Article 19. Challenge of the registr ation of an appellation of origin, 
issuance of a certificate and invalidation thereof 

1. The grant of legal prote c t i o n to an a ppel l a t i o n of origin ma y be chall e n g e d and 
invali d a t e d at any ti me during the entire le ngt h of its valid i t y term, if effec t e d in 
breac h of any requi r e m e n t s set out in this Law. 

Issuance of a certificate may be cha llen g e d and a cer tifi c a t e itself may be 
invali d a t e d at any ti me during the entire le ngt h of its valid i t y term if issue d in 
breac h of any requi r e m e n t s set out in th is Law, or in connect i o n with the 
inval i d a t i o n of the grant of legal pr otec t i o n to the appell a t i o n of origin. 

2. Any perso n, on such groun d s as are provi d e d for by paragr a p h 1 of this Articl e, 
may sub mit to the Appeal s Bo ard an app eal again s t the grant of legal prote c t i o n to 
an appell a t i o n of origin and the issuan c e of a certif i c a t e. 

3. The grant of legal prote c t i o n to an appe l l a t i o n of origi n and a certif i c a t e shall be 
inval i d a t e d on the basis of a decis i o n by the Appeal Board as well as a court 
judge men t that has taken legal effec t. 

Article 20. Termination of legal pro tection of an appellation of origin 
and validity of a certificate 

1. The legal prote c t i o n of an appell a t i o n of origi n shall be termi n a t e d : 

upon the disap p e a r a n c e of cond it i o n s charac t e r i s t i c to a partic u l a r geogra p h i c a l 
objec t and impos s i b i l i t y of produ c i n g a good with the feature s indica t e d in the 
Regist e r. 

upon the loss by forei g n legal entit i e s or na tura l perso n s of the right to such 
appell a t i o n of origin in the countr y of  orig in of the corres p o n d i n g goods. 

2. The certific a t e shal l be ter min at e d : 

upon the loss by the good of its speci a l prope r t i e s indica t e d in the Regist e r in 
respe c t of the given appel l a t i o n of origi n ; 

upon the termi n a t i o n of legal prote c t i o n of the appel l a t i o n of origi n ; 

upon the liqui d a t i o n of the legal entit y  – the holde r of the certi f i c a t e ; 

upon a volun t a r y refus a l legal i z e d by th e Patent Office on the basis of a 
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request of the certif i c a t e holder to termin a t e the certif i c a t e. 

3. Any perso n on the groun d provi d e d for by paragr a p h s 1 and subpa r a g r a p h 2 and 
3 of paragr a p h 2 of this Artic l e, may f ile an appeal to the Appeal Board on 
termi n a t i o n of legal prote c t i o n of an appel l a t i o n of origin and valid i t y of a 
certif i c a t e. 

Any perso n on the groun d set out in the s ubpa r a g r a p h 4 of parag r a p h 2 of this 
Articl e may file a mo tion with the Pate n t Offic e to termi n a t e valid i t y of a 
certif i c a t e.  

4. Legal prote c t i o n of an appel l a t i o n of or igin and validi t y of a certif i c a t e shall be 
ter min a t e d pursu a n t to a decisi o n by the A ppeal Boar d, the Patent Office, as well 
as a court judge m e n t, provid e d that su ch judge m e n t has taken legal effec t. 
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which has not been duly regis t er e d in th e Republi c of Tajikis t a n shall be liable 
pursu a n t to the proce d u r e laid down by the legisl a t i o n of the Republ i c of 
Tajiki s t a n. 

Article 22. Settlement of disputes connected with infringement of the 
legislation on geographical indications 

D i s p u t e s arisi n g in conne c t i o n with the a ppli c a t i o n of this Law, includ i n g dispu t e s 
over unlaw f u l use of the geogr a p h i c a l indi c a t i o n s shall be exami n e d by court s 
withi n the limit s of their juris d i c t i o n in  accordance with the proce d u r e laid down 
by the legis l a t i o n of the Repub l ic of Tajik i s t a n. 

CHAPTER 7.  
CONCLUDING PROVISIONS 

Article 23. Decisions of the Appeal Board 

T h e rules for filin g oppos i t i o n s and re que s t s with the Appea l Board and a 
proce d u r e for their consi d e r a t io n shall be prescr i b e d by the Patent Offic e. 

Decisi o n s of the Appea l Board made on oppos it i o n s and reque s t s, filed in the order 
set forth in Artic l e s 19, 20 of this Law sh all be appro v e d by the Head of the Paten t 
Office and shall co me into force from th e date of their a ppro v a l and may be 
appea l e d again s t in court in confo r m i t y  with legis l a t i o n of the Repub l i c of 
Tajiki s t a n. 

Article 24. Obligatory payments and a procedural payment  

1. For filin g an appli c a t i o n, reg ist r a t i o n a nd issui n g a certi f i c a t e, extens i o n of the 
regis t r a t i o n and reins t a t e m e n t of misse d term3r6( paio)ate545 TD
[(rl their a)c
0 Tw
(Tajik i c.t)Tj jaji  
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or on the basis of recip r o c i t y. 

The right to regist e r appel l a t i o n s of orig in in the Republ i c of Tajiki s t a n shall be 
grant e d to legal entit i e s and na tur a l perso n s of count r i e s grant i n g the same right s to 
legal entit i e s and natur a l perso n s of the Republ i c of Tajiki s t a n. 

Article 26. International treaties 

W h e r e an intern a t i o n a l treaty to which the Repub l i c of Tajik i s t a n is a party 
estab l i s h e s rules that diffe r from those se t out in this Law, the rules of such 
inter n a t i o n a l treat y shall apply. 

Article 27. Procedure for entry into force of this Law 

T h i s Law shall enter into force on th e day of its offic i a l publi c a t i o n. 


