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DECREE-LAW No. 40/2023, of 31 May  

LEGAL METROLOGY 
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CHAPTER I 

PROVISIONS 

 

INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS 

 

Article 1
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e) "Conformity calibration" is the act of periodically calibrating, setting legal verification or 
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precision, both in the production preparation process and in ensuring the quality and 

safety of final products; 

 

q) "Legal Metrology" is that which results from legal requirements concerning 

measurements, units of measurement, instruments and methods of measurement 

carried out by competent bodies, having impact on economic transactions, health, 

safety, stability and environmental conservation, aiming at consumer protection. 

 

r) "Metrologist" is the official of the government entity who has the competencies, tasks 

and functions to manage the standard of Units of Measurement and calibration 

Laboratory, system of international units, calibration, control and socialization of 

metrology; 

 

s) "Minister" is the Minister whose scope of assignment of duties and responsibilities 

include the field of Legal Metrology. 

 

t) "Unit Symbol" is a symbol representing a unit of measurement; 

 

u) "International System of Weights and Measures" (Ie Systeme International d'Unites or 

"SI"), is the internationally accepted and globally recognised recommended practical 

system of units of measurement, consisting of a set of seven basic units (the metre, 

kilogram, second, ampere, kelvin, mole and candela), prefixes and derived units; 
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b) b) Principle of sovereignty: within the limits of its jurisdiction, it is the 

Government that is responsible for metrological control. 

 

c) Principle of Technical Accuracy: the accuracy of measurement instruments 

ensures credibility in measurement systems used in commercial transactions and 

by systems related to the areas of health, safety and environment. 

 

d) Principle of Competitiveness: Economic agents, namely enterprises, should seek 

to invest in resources that best ensure and harmonise the basic functions of 

competitiveness, such as standardisation, metrology and conformity 

assessment, promoting quality in the performance of commercial activities at 

national, regional and international level. 
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Article 5 

Qualification of entities 
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Commercialisation and Commissioning 

 

1. The commercialisation and putting into service of measuring instruments under the 

national legislation presupposes prior model approval, followed by initial verification. 

 

2. The placing on the market and putting into use of measuring instruments and the 

methods of metrological control shall require prior model approval followed by initial 

verification. 

 

3. The placing on the market and putting into service of non-automatic weighing 

instruments presupposes the prior approval of a model, followed by an initial 

verification. 

 

Article 8 

Approval of Model 

 

1. Model approval is the act which certifies the conformity of a measuring instrument or 

supplementary device with the specifications applicable to its category with a view to 

its being made available on the market. 

 

2. 2. The model approval is applied for by the respective manufacturer or authorized 

representative and is valid for a period of 10 years, after which it must be renewed. 

 

3. When the approval of the model or its renewal cannot be granted, for technical 

reasons, under the terms of the previous number, the following restrictions may be 

imposed, cumulatively or not: 

a) limitation of the period of validity to two years, which may be extended for a 

maximum of a further three years; 

b) 
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5. Whenever a previously approved model is modified, by change or replacement of a 

component, or by the addition of a complementary device, which may influence the 

measurement results or the regulatory conditions of use, that model requires 

additional approval. 

 

6. Pattern approval shall be withdrawn if any of the following situations occur: 

a) the measuring instruments manufactured do not conform to the approved 

pattern, to their particular conditions of approval, or to the applicable regulatory 

provisions; 

 

b) b) General defects in the measuring instruments that make them unsuitable for 

their intended purpose. 

 

7. Measuring instruments in use, whose pattern approval is not renewed or has been 

withdrawn, may remain in use provided they satisfy the applicable metrological 

verification operations. 

 

Article 9 

First verification 

 

1. The first verification comprises the set of operations aimed at verifying the conformity 

of the metrological quality of new or repaired measuring instruments with the 

respective approved models and with the applicable regulatory provisions, and shall 

be requested, for new instruments, by the manufacturer or authorised representative, 

and by the user, for repaired instruments. 

 

2. 
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permissible errors and all other applicable regulatory provisions relative to the 

respective model and must be requested by the user of the measuring instrument. 

 

2. For measuring instruments whose metrological quality is within the maximum 

permissible errors and other regulatory provisions applicable to the respective model, 

the periodic verification mark shall be affixed at the time of the operation. 

 

3. The periodic verification shall be valid for the period established in the applicable 

specific regulations. 

 

4. The periodic verification should be requested until 30 days before the end of validity 

of the last metrological control operation. 

 

Article 11 

Extraordinary verification
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c) The basic unit of time is the second; 

d) The basic unit of the electric current is the ampere; 

e) The basic unit of the quantity of temperature in thermodynamics is the kelvin; 

f) The basic unit of the quantity of light power is the candela; 

g) The basic unit of quantity of substance is the mole. 

 

2. 
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1. The master Unit Standard Equipment of the basic units are called National Standards 

or Level I (one) Standards; 

 

2. The Standard Equipment for basic units derived from the standard level are called 

level II (two), level III (three) and level IV (four) standard and are used as a basis for 

comparison. 

 

3. The procedure for implementing, administering, maintaining and using the National 

Standard as referred to in Nos. 1 and 2 shall be regulated by special legislation. 

 

SECTION IV 

MEASURING INSTRUMENTS 

 

Article 18 

Requirements for Measuring In9 Tm
0 g5
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Article 20 

Licences 

 

1. The Entity manufacturing or repairing measuring instruments shall obtain prior 

authorisation. 

 

2. The entry of measuring instruments into the national territory depends on prior 

authorisation. 

 

3. The issuing of licences for the manufacture and repair, as well as the introduction of 

measuring instruments into the national territory, as provided for in paragraphs 1 and 
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3. The guaranteed calibration mark is affixed or placed on certain parts of the measuring 

instruments that have been declared valid, seeking to prevent the occurrence of 

conversion or change. 

 

4. The regional calibration mark and the initial mark of the assessor or metrologist is affixed 

to the measuring instrument, making known where and by whom the calibration was 

done. 

 

5. The calibration marks of legal validity that cannot be affixed on the measuring 

instruments may be replaced by a written statement. 

 

SECTION VI 

PRODUCTS IN PACKAGES 

 

Article 23 

Package Label 

 

1. All goods circulating in packages, sold, offered or promoted must bear on the package 

or on the label in concise, correct and clear writing:  

a) the name of the goods in packages; 

b) the size, content or net weight of the goods in packages with units or symbols 

referred to in section 14, section 15 and section 16 of this law; 

c) the number of items in the package, if the goods are sold counting in units. 

 

2.
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b) Movable assets sent outside the region of Timor-Leste; 

 

3. In the movable goods sold in accordance with the size of the original packaging, the 

designation or unit symbol applicable under the terms of the present document shall 

be included when the objects were inserted into the national territory. 

 

Article 31 
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5. AIFAESA, I.P. may request the assistance of other governmental entities that carry out 

inspections in their respective areas, to carry out control and supervision. 

 

6. The official referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article shall have the right to seal and or 

seize the goods which are considered to be evidence of any infraction of the provisions 

of this Decree-Law. 

 

7. The official referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article may perform his or her functions 

in the places open to the public, within their opening hours. 

 

8. The official referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article may collaborate with the police 

authorities when, in the course of investigation, there are serious indications that a 

crime has been committed, and such violating conduct may be subject to criminal 

proceedings. 

 

9.  The official referred to in number 4 of the present article may be a witness where the 

violating conduct of the violating agent is sufficient to bring him or her to trial. 

 

10. 
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Approved by the Council of Ministers, on 23 February 2023. 

 

 
The Prime Minister,  
 
_________________________ 
Taur Matan Ruak 
 
 


