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In this way, safeguard measures allow the government to grant relief to domestc industries only for
as long as is necessary, i.e. untl the domestc industry is able to compete with imports or untl unfair
pricing practces or unfair public subsidies in exportng countries cease.

In additon, trade remedies measures make it possible to deal with the politcal pressures that can
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A writen request for the applicaton of a safeguard measure includes the informaton available to
the applicant on the following aspects:
a) A full descripton of imported product, including its technical characteristcs and uses, as
well as an identfcaton of its tarif classifcaton and applicable dutes;
b) A full descripton of similar or directly competng domestc products, including their
technical characteristcs and uses;

c)
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b) In the event of an allegaton of a threat of serious harm:
I. Export capacity in export countries;
ii. Stocks in Timor-Leste and export countries;
lii. Informaton on the likelihood of increased imports, including, for example, trade
restrictons on exports to third country markets.

Other relevant informaton is also due, including:

a) An explanaton of the data provided in the request and the requirements of this Order and
the reasons why it is considered that there is serious injury or a threat of serious injury caused
by the increase in imports;

b) Informaton on relevant unforeseen events;

c) Informaton on the efect of the relevant obligatons contracted by Timor-Leste under the
GATT 1994;

d) Astatementindicatng the specifc reasons for the applicaton of a safeguard measure, namely
to facilitate the orderly transfer of resources to more productve uses of domestc industry, to
improve compettveness or to adapt to new conditons of competton, together with the type
and level of the measure considered necessary to ensure that the desired objectves are
achieved;

e) An explanaton of why the applicaton of a safeguard measure is in the public interest;

f) Aplan to adjust the domestc industry to competton from imports, in line with the objectves
described in point d);

g) Ifaprovisional measure has been requested, informaton on circumstances in which the delay
in adoptng measures causes damage that is difcult to repair to the natonal industry, as well
as a statement indicatng the level of the tarif increase requested as a provisional measure.

Artcle 12
Quitng

Any request under Artcle 8 may be withdrawn prior to the decision on the initaton of the
investgaton, in which case it shall be deemed to have been closed.

Artcle 13
Decision to initate the enquiry

. The Investgatng Body may only initate an investgaton, either at the request of an interested
party from a domestc industry or on its own initatve, if it concludes that there is su¥cient
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. When a request is received, the Investgatng Body may obtain any additonal informaton it
deems necessary, in partcular from the requestng companies, before deciding whether or not
to open an investgaton.

. When it has received a request, the Investgatng Body decides, within 15 days of receiving the
request, whether or not to initate the investgaton.

If the Investgatng Body decides not to initate the investgaton in response to a request, it
notfes the requestng companies of the reasons why it refuses to initate the investgaton.

If the request involves complex issues or if the Investgatng Body has requested additonal

informaton pursuant to paragraph 1, the period referred to in paragraph 3 shall be extended to
30 days.

Artcle 14
Public notce and notfcaton of initaton

Immediately afer taking the decision to initate the investgaton, the Investgatng Body notfes
the known exportng countries and interested partes directly in writng by means of a notce
published in the OFcial Gazete of Timor-Leste.

. The startng date of the enquiry is the date of publicaton.

Interested partes wishing to take part in the investgaton have 30 days from the date of its
initaton to inform the Investgatng Body in writng of their interest in taking part in the

investgaton.

. The Investgatng Body may authorise interested partes to express their interest in partcipatng
in the investgaton afer that date, by means of a reasoned decision.

. The decision to open an enquiry will be notfed to the Commitee.
. The notfcaton referred to in the previous paragraph shall be made immediately afer the
initaton of the investgaton, in accordance with the requirements established by the

Commitee.

Artcle 15
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Artcle 18
Handling confdental informaton

. Any informaton that is of a confdental nature or that is provided for confdental treatment is,
with justfcaton, treated as such by the Training Body and may not be disclosed without the
authorisaton of the person who provided it.

. The provision of confdental informaton includes non-confdental summaries thereof.

In the event of a claim that confdental informaton cannot be summarised, the applicant shall
provide the corresponding reasons.

If the Investgatng Body considers that the request for confdental treatment is not justfed and
the applicant is not willing to make it public, this informaton will not be known and the item
containing it will be returned to the applicant.

. The provision of confdental informaton by the government of the product country subject to a
safeguard measure to a WTO dispute setlement panel, at the request of that panel, in the
context of a dispute concerning the compatbility with the country's internatonal obligatons of
the safeguard measure or the investgaton in the context of which the informaton was
obtained, is not considered to be disclosure of confdental informaton.

Artcle 19
Writen arguments

. All partcipatng interested partes shall be given the opportunity, in accordance with the
provisions of this Artcle, to submit evidence and arguments in writng, including responses to
the writen and oral submissions of other partcipatng interested partes and views on whether
or not the applicaton of a safeguard measure is in the public interest.
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Partcipatng interested partes shall have an additonal period of 10 days afer the expiry of the
period referred to in the preceding paragraph to submit their writen counter-allegatons to the
writen arguments of other partcipatng interested partes.

In an investgaton in which a hearing is to be held, any partcipatng interested party may
submit writen arguments and informaton on any mater it considers relevant to the
investgaton, up to 10 days before the date scheduled for the hearing.

Once the hearing has taken place, the interested partes who took part in it may, within the
following 10 days, submit new writen arguments in response to the arguments and informaton
presented at the hearing.

Artcle 20

Audience

. The Investgatng Body, upon request of a partcipatng interested party submited no later than
15 days afer the publicaton of the decision to apply a provisional measure or, if the applicaton
of a provisional measure is not considered, no later than 45 days afer the initaton of
proceedings, shall schedule a hearing at which all partcipatng interested partes may present
informaton and arguments orally.

. The hearing is held up to 60 days before the proposed date to determine serious damage or the
threat of serious damage and the causal link.

Partcipatng interested partes are not obliged to atend a hearing and their failure to do so
does not prejudice them in any way.

. The Hearing Body organises the holding of the hearing in such a way as to make it compatble
with the convenience of the partcipatng interested partes.

Partcipatng interested partes who intend to atend a hearing shall notfy the Hearing O¥cer in
writng, no later than seven days before the date of the hearing, of the names of their
representatves and the witnesses who must atend the hearing.

. The hearing is organised by the Training Body, which ensures that confdentality is preserved
and organises the hearing in such a way as to guarantee that all partcipatng interested partes

have an adequate opportunity to present their points of view.

. The Investgatng Body uses and keeps a writen or audio record of the hearing, which is
promptly placed in the fle, with the excepton of any confdental informaton.

Artcle 21
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Public process and access to it

1. The Investgatng Body shall establish and maintain a public fle relatng to each investgaton or
any other proceeding conducted under this Ordinance, subject to the provisions of Artcle 18 for
the protecton of confdental informaton.

2. The Training Organisaton promptly places it in the publicly accessible archive:
a) Allwriten orders and public notces relatng to the enquiry;
b) All materials, including questonnaires, answers to questonnaires and writen
communicatons, issued by it or submited to it;
c) All other informaton developed or obtained including any inspecton report drawn up
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injury or threat of serious injury caused by the increase in imports, the exact descripton of the
product under investgaton, the form, level and duraton of the proposed measure, the
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Reapplicaton of a safeguard measure
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