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LAW OF UKRAINE  
ON PROTECTION OF RIGHTS TO INTEGRATED CIRCUIT DESIGNS 

 
November 5, 1997 

No.621/97 
 

as amended by  
Laws of Ukraine,  

dated 30 June 1999, # 783-XIV, 
dated 21 December, # 2188-III, 

 
(In text of the Law, word “Agency” is replaced  

with the word “Institution” in applicable cases, 
pursuant to Law of Ukraine # 2188-III, dated 21 December 2000) 

 
This Law shall regulate issues and matters arising out of or in connection with obtaining and exercising rights of 

ownership (title) to integrated circuits design in Ukraine. 
 

CHAPTER I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

A
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‘State system of protection of intellectual property’ shall mean the Institution and the entirety 
of expert, scientific, educational, informational and other respectively specialized state organizations 
that are under the jurisdiction of the Institution.  

(Article 1 supplemented with Paragraph 15 
pursuant to Law of Ukraine # 2188-III, dated 21 December 2000) 

‘Expert institution’ shall mean a state organization (enterprise, organization) authorized by the 
Institution to review and expertly assess applications;  

(Article 1 supplemented with Paragraph 16 
pursuant to Law of Ukraine # 2188-III, dated 21 December 2000) 

 

ARTICLE 2. AUTHORITIES OF THE INSTITUTION IN THE FIELD OF PROTECTION OF RIGHTS 

TO IC DESIGNS 

1. The Institution shall ensure implementation of state policies in the field of protection of rights to IC Designs in 

Ukraine, and to that effect shall:  

organize receipt of applications and performance of expert examinations thereof, and adopt 
decisions on such applications;  

issue certificates for and register IC Designs;  

ensure publication of official information on registered IC Designs;  

engage in international cooperation in the field of legal protection of intellectual property and shall represent 

interests of Ukraine in matters of protection of rights to IC Designs in international organizations pursuant to applicable 

law;  

issue regulatory rules [normative acts] according to the prescribed procedures, within the limits of its authority;  

organize informational and publishing activities in the field of legal protection of intellectual property;  

organize research concerned with improvements of legislation and the structure of activities in 
the in the field of legal protection of intellectual property; 

organize activities concerned with personnel retraining within the state system of legal protection of intellectual 

property; 

assign institutions within the state system of legal protection of intellectual property to carry out, according to 

their specialization, certain tasks as are specified by this Law, the Enabling Rules on the Institution, other regulatory rules 

in the field of legal protection of intellectual property; 

discharge other functions pursuant to its Enabling Rules approved in accordance with the prescribed procedure.  

2. Activities of the Institution shall be financed with funds of the State Budget of Ukraine.  
(Article 2 as restated 

by Law of Ukraine # 2188-III, dated 21 December 2000) 
 

ARTICLE 3. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN NATIONALS AND STATELESS PERSONS 

1. Foreign nationals and stateless persons shall have rights and obligations equal with rights 
and obligations of Ukrainian citizens as provided by this Law, except those that are specified by 
international treaties of Ukraine. 
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 2. Foreign nationals and stateless persons who have residence or domicile outside Ukraine shall realize their rights 
in relations with the Institution through intellectual property representatives. 

 

CHAPTER II. GRANT OF RI
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materials that identify the IC Design.  
 
5. For the purpose of identification of an IC Design that has not been used until the date of filing an application 

with the Institution, the Institution shall be provided with one copy of documents and materials providing full information 
on the IC Design. 

 
6. For the purpose of identification of the IC Design that has been used prior to the date of filing an application 

with the Institution, the Institution shall be provided, together with the application, samples of the IC that include such 
Design in the form as it was introduced into circulation. In such case, the application shall also contain information on the 
date on which the IC Design was used for the first time, and the documents and materials shall contain the basic technical 
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whether the object applied for falls under the objects specified in Point 2 of Article 4 of this Law; 

 
whether an application meets the requirements of Article 9 of this Law; 
 
whether a document confirming payment of a state duty for IC Design registration meets the established 

requirements. 
 
If, as a result of the formal examination, it has been determined that:  

the object applied for does not fall under the objects specified in Point 2 of Article 4 of this Law;  

the application meets the requirements of Article 9 of this Law; 
 
the document confirming payment of a state duty for IC Design registration meets the established requirements,  
 
the Institution shall pass a decision to register the applied-for IC Design, whereof the applicant shall be notified.  
 
3. If an application does not meet the requirements of Article 9 of this Law or a document on payment of a state 

duty does not comply with the established requirements, the applicant shall be notified thereof. 
  
The applicant shall have three months from the date of notice to the applicant, within which to make changes to 

the documents and materials contained in the application. 
 
 If within this period these inconsistencies have not been eliminated, and the applicant does not file a well-
grounded request for extension of this period, the applicant shall be sent a decision to deny registration. 
 
 In the event that an expert institution has received in a timely manner the rectified (changed) documents, the 
period of the formal examination of the application shall be extended by three months as of receipt by the expert institution 
of such documents.  
 

4. If, in the course of a formal examination of the application, it is determined that the object applied for does not 
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3. In the event that obvious mistakes are founded in the published information, the applicant shall have the right to 

request the Institution to rectify them. 
 

A
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CHAPTER V. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS ARISING FROM  IC DESIGN 
REGISTRATION  

ARTICLE 16. RIGHTS ARISING FROM THE IC DESIGN REGISTRATION  

    1. Rights arising from the registration of an IC Design shall be effective from the date of entry of 
information on the IC Design in the Register.  

 2. Registration of an IC Design shall vest the owner of the registered IC Design with an exclusive right to use the 
IC Design at his own discretion, if such use does not infringe upon rights of other owners of registered IC Designs. 
 

3. Registration shall vest the owner of a registered IC Design with the rights: 

- to prevent other persons from using the IC Design without his consent, except for cases when 
such use is not recognized, pursuant to Article 17 of this Law, as an infringement upon the IC Design 
owner's rights; 

- to transfer, under an agreement, the title to the IC Design to any person who becomes a legal successor of the 
owner of the registered IC Design; 

- to grant any person a permit (license) to use the registered IC Design under a licensing agreement. 
 
 The following shall be regarded as use of an IC Design: 
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of the date of entry into force of the exclusive right to use the IC Design and of information enabling to identify the right 
holder of the rights. 
    

ARTICLE 17. ACTIONS WHICH ARE NOT CONSIDERED AS INFRINGEMENTS UPON RIGHTS TO 

THE 
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ARTICLE 19. USE OF THE REGISTERED IC DESIGNED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE 

HOLDER OF RIGHTS THERETO  

 1. Proceeding from public interests and national security interests, the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine may permit use of a registered IC Design without consent of its owner, but 
subject to the payment of appropriate compensation to the owner. 

 2. Disputes concerning conditions of granting permits, payment of compensation and compensation amounts shall 
be settled in court. 
   

 CHAPTER VI. INVALIDATION OF IC DESIGN REGISTRATION  

ARTICLE 20. INVALIDATION OF IC DESIGN REGISTRATION  

1. The registration of an IC Design may be invalidated by the court in the event of: 
 
- non-compliance of the registered IC Design with the requirements of eligibility for protection, as defined in 

Article 5 of this Law; 
 

- violation of the requirements of Point 2 of Article 24 of this Law. 
 

2. In order to have the registration of an IC Design invalidated, any person may file a request with the Institution, 
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profits and damages for emotional duress; 
 

garnishment and transfer, for their benefit, of the violator's profits obtained by him in the course of such 
infringement, instead of reimbursement of losses; 
 

payment of compensation to be determined by the court, instead of reimbursement of losses or garnishment of 
profits;  

 
destroying or alienation or all ICs produced in violation of rights to the registered IC Design, and photo patterns of 

design balls, technical documentation, other information on the physical carrier with respect 
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and functioning of the state system of legal protection of intellectual property, specifically for 
accomplishing tasks specified in this Law and other regulatory and legal acts in the field of intellectual 
property. 

(Article 23 as amended  
by Law of Ukraine # 783-XIV, dated 30 June 1999,  

as restated 
by Law of Ukraine # 2188-III, dated 21 December 2000) 

   

ARTICLE 24. PROTECTION OF RIGHTS TO THE IC DESIGN IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

1. An author of an IC Design or his legal successor, an employer of an author or its legal successor shall have the 
right to register the IC Design in foreign countries. Protection in foreign countries of rights to IC Designs developed in 
Ukraine shall be provided pursuant to international agreements and treaties of Ukraine and the laws of foreign countries.  
 

2. Prior to filing an application for protection of rights to an IC Design with a body of a foreign country, an 
applicant  must file an application with and notify the Institution of his intention to effect such protection, unless otherwise 
provided by international agreements and treaties of Ukraine. 
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