Thank you Mr. Chair,

At the outset, and on behalf of Brazil, | would like to extend a warm welcome
to the delegation of Afghanistan, headed by H.E. Mr. Mohammad Khan, First
Deputy Chief Executive of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. After 11 years
of hard work and tireless negotiations, we are here today to celebrate
Afghanistan joining the WTO as its 164th Member.

Mr. Chair,

When we talk about an accession to the WTO, we talk about commitments. A
commitment to a rules-based organization, to the principles of liberalization
and fair competition, to the resolution of trade disputes; and to a level
playing field, where trade helps create



