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Excellencies
Trade is to Afghanistan what snow is to its Hindu Kush mountains:
essential.

Afghanistan, a country at the heart of the most iconic trade roadsz the
silk route - joins today the family of the WTO Members. This is the end
of a long journey which began in 2004.

| want to congratulate the First Deputy Chief Executive of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan Mohammad Khan and the negotiating team for
what | know has been a challenging task. But today is a day to celebrate
these efforts and look at the future.

It gives me a special sense of satisfaction that the International Trade
Center has been a partner of the government and business community
in Afghanistan over the last four years.

ITC worked with stakeholders in Afghanistan to better understand the
opportunities which WTO Membership offers. In several dedicated
sessions we have seen how the private sector perspectives havebeen
LQFUHDVLQJO\ IDFIRUHG LQIR $I1JKDQVIDQIVQHJIRILDILQJ SRVLILRQV DQG KRZ
this has ensured coherence between the needs of the business
FRPPXQUN DQG *RYHUQPHQIV SRILF\ JRDIV

Our dedicated dialogue with the private and public sector stakeholders
SURYLGHG IKHP ZLUIK DQ RSSRUIXQUN IR GLVFXVV $I1JKDQIVIDQIV DFFHVVIRQ
commitments and their business implications in an open and
transparent manner. | am confident that this has helped in building
JUHDIHU VIDNHKRIGHU FRQILGHQFH LQ $IJKDQIVIDQV TXHWW IR = 72
membership.

But today marks the start of a new phase. Membership has been the
primary aim up to this point. We must now ensure that WTO
membership works for Afghanistan, its SMEs and women and men.

The Government of Afghanistan is already thinking ahead on how being
a part of the WTO can be an important lever to increase the
competitiveness of their SMEs. | can assure you, that the International
Trade Center will continue to partner with Afghanistan to make this a
reality.
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The ITC is currently preparing a package of trade support for
Afghanistan financed by the European Commission. WTO makes trade
possible. We must now work to make trade happen. We will support the
design and implementation of a National Export Strategy, assist in the
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