WORLD TRADE

WT/MIN(0L)/ST/10

10 November 2001
ORGANIZATION

(01-5602)
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE Origina: English

Fourth Session
Doha, 9 - 13 November 2001

INDIA

Statement by the Honourable Murasoli Maran
Minister of Commerce and Industry

1 | thank you, Mr Chairman, and your Government for hosting this 4" Ministerial Conference
and for the excellent arrangements and hospitality.

2. | dso welcome the delegations of the Peoples Republic of China and Chinese Taipei in our
midst. India has consistently supported the accession of China to WTO and we are happy to see it
realized, bringing greater universality to our organization.

3 | am constrained to point out that the draft Ministeria Declaration is neither fair nor just to
the view points of many developing countries including my own on certain key issues. It is negation
of al that was said by a significant number of developing countries and least-developing countries.
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6. WTO has to recognize the existing development deficit in various WTO agreements and take
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Accordingly, the TRIPS Agreement must be interpreted and implemented in a manner supportive of
WTO Members right to protect public health and ensure access to medicines for all.

13. In conclusion, we are of the view that the issues which are not yet ripe must remain with the
working groups for further study. India, including many other developing countries, are not ready to
accept a new set of onerous commitments. The road map aready charted by the Uruguay Round
Agreements should be the future work programme and this crucial Ministerial Conference should
provide negotiating mandate for resolving outstanding implementation issues and clear guidance on
mandated negotiations and reviews. WTO is for multilateral trading system only. It should not
encompass the responsibility for rule making of non-trade-related subjects. Globdization and
liberalization have to be addressed at various fora and not in WTO alone. WTO is not a global



