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As to trade-related intellectual property rights, we deplore that the Agreement takes no
account of the knowledge or the traditional ownership schemes of local communities.  My delegation
therefore supports protection of traditional knowledge that could be based on an appropriate system of
access to the biological resources, knowledge and technologies of such communities.  Better still, we
firmly hope that the TRIPS Agreement will help resolve rather than aggravate the public health crises
plaguing poor African countries, such as HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.


