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The work we undertake in this Organization must remain relevant to our broader concerns.
Relevance means meeting the challenges of globalization.  Relevance means ensuring that
international policies and practices are not only consistent but also complementary.  Relevance means
discussing the dynamics between trade and other aspects of our lives.

To this end, Canada believes coherence and coordination among our many international
organizations is vital.  The WTO should continue to strengthen its ties with such organizations to
ensure its work is relevant within our overall priorities.  In this regard, I think it is particularly
unfortunate that Members have not been able to agree on the need to ensure the WTO works with the
International Labour Organization to advance core labour standards.

CANADA'S INTERESTS

I would now like to turn to some of the issues that we will be discussing over the course of
this Conference.  Canada's objectives at the WTO reflect the interests of our citizens and have been
arrived at following extensive consultations with individuals and representatives from all segments of
our society.

For Canada, a positive outcome on agriculture is key.  A broader negotiating agenda holds the
promise of gaining more meaningful reform in agriculture that will benefit our farmers, exporters and
consumers.
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However, it is only through broad negotiations that we will resolve the outstanding concerns
and that developing Members will achieve the objectives that are of interest to them.

TRANSPARENCY

I have spoken about some of the elements that I believe should be addressed at this
Conference, let me now conclude with a few words on how we are doing our work.

Since Seattle, we have made progress in making the WTO a more open and inclusive
organization.  However, there are further hurdles that have to be surmounted.

Our efforts on internal transparency have resulted in a decision-making process that is very
inclusive.  I believe the structure of this Ministerial Conference demonstrates this achievement.

But, we can do even more to demystify our processes and our objectives.  I believe that a
greater window onto the WTO – through such steps as an agreement to release our draft negotiating
texts – will help promote public understanding of the WTO, of the benefits of trade, and of the
importance of clear and equitable rules governing how countries trade with each other.

I also believe that WTO members and the WTO system of Agreements will benefit from the
views of an informed global public.  We must continue to listen to their ideas and invite their
comments in order to make this Organization even more representative.
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