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Clare Short, the UK Development Minister, announced a £20 million package of new
measures.  And Tony Blair, the UK Prime Minister, wrote to Horst Kohler of the International
Monetary Fund and James Wolfensohn of the World Bank urging both to commit their organizations
to provide financial support to least-developed countries working to open their own markets.  He also
urged them to step up Bank and Fund efforts to build trade capacity.

When it comes to the substance of our talks this week, the UK, together with our EU partners,
will be seeking an ambitious negotiating agenda.  And for good reasons.

Within the WTO, Members set global rules that order and stabilize international trade.  But
significant barriers still remain – going beyond tariffs and quotas.  Lack of transparency in investment
and competition rules still holds back international trade.  Cumbersome customs procedures
sometimes do the same.  None of us – whether developed or developing – can make the most of our
trading links until we remove these barriers.

We must also extend the rules-based trading system – bringing more countries into the WTO.
The accession ceremonies that we will witness this evening and tomorrow are welcome steps in this
direction.

We have a clear challenge facing us here in Doha – to launch a short, decisive, and successful
round of trade negotiations.  A round that delivers for developing countries.  A round that aims to
reduce poverty.  A round which improves market access for all and which seeks to build the capacity
developing countries need to participate effectively in the WTO and reap the benefit of that market
access.

We must all face up to the challenges ahead.  The WTO cannot afford to miss this
opportunity.
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