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adjustment, while negotiating import tariff concessions in agriculture and industry, domestic support
in agriculture as well as market access in services.

Kazakhstan is ready to become a fully-fledged Member of the WTO, assuming the
observance of the balance of interests, costs and benefits of WTO membership.  The prospects for
development of the Kazakhstan economy in many respects depend on overcoming crisis situations in
certain industries, structural reorganization and completion of reforms.  Therefore for Kazakhstan it is
extremely important that WTO Members refrain from requesting from Kazakhstan overly rigid and
excessive commitments, as compared to the obligations of existing WTO Members, so that
Kazakhstan can provide necessary levels of tariff protection for sensitive sectors and develop the
infant-industry sectors of its economy.

It is also very important for the economy of Kazakhstan to receive the right to appropriate
transitional periods for tariff reduction on industrial and agricultural products;  for the reduction of
support measures in respect of agricultural production and export;  and during the implementation of
TRIMs and TRIPS provisions.

Agriculture in Kazakhstan is in a critical situation.  There are severe climatic conditions; there
is an absence of direct access to major seaports;  there is a necessity to develop rural areas where more
than half of the country's population lives.  All of these make it vitally important to preserve in future
internal measures of support for agricultural goods producers at appropriate levels, comparable to the
level of many WTO Member countries.

The process of accession and eventually participation in the WTO as a fully-fledged Member
require professionally trained national experts.  In this regard Kazakhstan is grateful to the relevant
WTO Members and the Secretariat, as well as to other relevant international organizations for
providing technical assistance in the course of accession to the WTO.  Such assistance has included:

• Training of national experts, organization of seminars and workshops on the
multilateral trading system, including dispute settlement, anti-dumping measures,
subsidies and countervailing measures, intellectual property rights protection, rules of
origin, etc;

• active participation of Kazakhstani officials in the WTO Special Trade Policy Course.

We hope very much that such assistance will be continued and intensified in the future.

We intend in addition to actively use technical assistance provided by other relevant
international organizations.

In view of the new multilateral trade negotiations, Kazakhstan would like to thank WTO
Members for opening them for acceding countries.  The Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan
will make every effort to participate in these negotiations.  We are of the view that Kazakhstan should
be able to become a WTO Member during these negotiations.
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