
. /.

WORLD TRADE

ORGANIZATION

WT/MIN(01)/ST/2
10 November 2001

(01-5585)

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
Fourth Session
Doha, 9 – 13 November 2001

Original:  French

SWITZERLAND

Statement by H.E. Mr Pascal Couchepin
Federal Counsellor for Economy

The Doha Conference is evidence not only of our intention to strengthen the multilateral
trading system, but also our willingness to achieve greater integration of the Middle East within our
Organization by the accession of several of its States in the near future.  The WTO will not
accomplish its mission as a universal organization unless this part of the world, the political,
economic and commercial roles of which are undisputed and gaining increasing significance, is
strongly represented.  The WTO makes it possible for all of its Members, irrespective of size and
strength, to play a part in shaping the multilateral system and to defend their interests on the basis of
law.

I should like to convey our sincere thanks to the Qatari authorities for their warm welcome
and the excellent work in preparing for this important meeting.

A successful outcome to our work would help to improve confidence as between Members




