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The accession process was very intensive and difficult. Meanwhile it marked a, deep
institutional reform, where I would like to emphasize the ambitious legal package with some 66 legal
and Governmental acts that assessed the Albanian trade legislation compatible with the WTO
principles and with all international standards, the new package of policies in fields such as the
TRIPS, the Rules of Origin, in customs in general, the reform in services, in the standards and so on.
All these measures provided Albania with a very liberal and constructive trade regime.  The country
became an acceptable partner and ready to integrate.  The team reached to avoid protectionist policies,
which generate economic isolation and minimize possibilities to extend multi-plan relations with the
other parts of the world.

In this framework, the Albanian structure related to the WTO, that is the Negotiators Group as
well as the Albanian Secretariat for Coordinating the Relations with the WTO, is trying to learn more
about the WTO and its philosophy.  It is evident that within the structures of the Organization there is
a mechanism that operates to settle even issues that seem irresolvable.  The question is not being
against the WTO, the question relies in getting to know it in detail with the intent of improving the
mechanism and the Organization as a whole.

During the post-accession year, Albania has signed the Memorandum of Understanding for
Trade Liberalization and Facilitation among European Southeastern Countries, which marks a
concrete achievement of the Stability Pact for Southeastern Europe, an initiative of the international
community aiming at the strengthening of economic cooperation among the countries of the region, as
well as of the latter with the other parts of Europe and the world, by including free trade areas.

In this point of view, the fact that Albania is a Member Country of the multilateral trade
system and the radical legislative reform undertaken during accession, in order to increase the
compliance with the WTO rules has eased the work of concluding an Association and Stabilization
Agreement with a Member of the WTO such as the EU.  The same fact is contributing to pave the
way also to the Free Trade Agreements of Albania with other countries in South Eastern Europe.
These regional initiatives should serve as stimulus to a wider extension of the process of trade
liberalization and to globalization challenges.

I would like to mention also another opportunity offered to Albania as a result of its accession
in the WTO and which is related to trade preferential systems that some Member countries have
applied to goods of Albanian origin.  These treatments will help Albania promote its exports and will
support its economic recovery.  In taking this opportunity, I am confident that also other developed
Member countries will promote and apply this practice, by attesting once again the flexibility of the
WTO Agreements at the intent of creating spaces to developing countries or to countries with
economies in transition to benefit, without generating barriers for other Member countries.

By being confident that this Conference will endorse many deliberations in favour of the less
developed countries, of the developing countries or of countries with economies in transition, allow
me to present some of the issues that Albania would consider to bring to your attention:
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in the Agreement on Agriculture would be of extreme benefit for the countries in
transition.

• We have to have in the future the right to use the special safeguard clause, given the
important role that it plays in the reinsurance of farmers.  In this way, the progressive
reductions of tariffs will not leave Albanian farmers without efficient protection
toward unpredictable changes of imports and of import prices that can produce
negative effects on them.

• The inclusion in the Article 27.4 of the Agreement on Subsidies and


