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multilateral system.  This must be the concern of all our countries, whether rich or poor, large or 
small. 
 
 In conclusion, allow me to reiterate what I consider to be the most important principle that   
must govern the work we undertake this week:  unqualified respect for the commitments that each one 
of us undertook in the Doha Declaration. 
 
 If we abide by that principle and address the task seriously and constructively, we will be in a 
position to achieve positive and tangible results this week.   
 
 The fate of the Doha Development Agenda is in our hands.  We have the opportunity, which 
arises only once in a lifetime, to strengthen the system of trade rules and secure full participation by 
the developing countries in the benefits of international trade. 
 
 Let us seize this opportunity.  Let us show, by actual deeds, that the solution to the problems 
of the poorest countries is to be found in liberalization and economic reform, and not in immobility 
and isolation.  Let us make sure that the benefits of trade are brought within the reach of all,  
especially those that need them most.  In a word, let us honour the promise we made in Doha. 
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