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 My Government strongly reaffirms its attachment to a bold policy and welcomes the recent 
reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, a reform that will make a powerful contribution to the 
food sovereignty of the countries of the South while promoting their agricultural production and 
exports. 
 
 But to this end, rules need to be adopted to provide developing countries with the means for 
better integration in international trade. 
 
 Cancún can give a new political stimulus to something that is, in our view, a right and not an 
ambition. 
 
 Society in each of our countries is aware of this and, in some many ways, urges us to foil a 
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 The second element is technical assistance, as well as transfer of technology.  Otherwise, the 
integration of developing countries in the WTO system is to be regarded as impossible.  In this 
connection, the European Union's undertaking is to be welcomed. 
 
 The Belgian Government, for its part, is gratified to announce to our African colleagues a 
€2 million increase in its share in the Trust Fund in the context of the Doha Development Agenda.  
This year, our Government has already pledged €500,000, on a recurring basis.  For its part, the 
government of Flanders has come in with €150,000, together with the €154,000 in 2002. 
 
 This Conference cannot fail to take a universal political view.  Without specific, committed 
voluntarist lucidity, we know, indeed we realize, it will be a long time before we can offer the world 
what is demanded and warranted by the most elementary of human rights. 
 
 In recent months, we have all sometimes been stupefied to see the unrelenting and tragic 
effects of this striking gap between the uncontrolled, frightening new powers and the impotence of 
policy and politics to tame their excesses.  The challenge at Cancún is to bring the rules of the world 
economy into line with the social and political rights of mankind. 
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