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 I bring you greetings from the micro-states of the Caribbean. 
 
 Let me extend my deepest appreciation for the warmth of the reception, the excellent 
arrangements and the generous hospitality of the Government and people of the United States of 
Mexico. 
 
 Our sympathies are extended to the families of those who perished in the 9/11 tragedy in the 
United States of America two years ago. 
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 In that regard, the elaboration of Special and Differential Treatment in our context is dear to 
us.  
 
 We recognize that support for development comes at a cost.  WTO Members must be 
prepared to look realistically and sincerely at the predicament of developing countries and their 
varying needs and to seek to find and pursue solutions - even where these solutions carry a cost or 
extend beyond the bounds of normal WTO conventions. 
 
 We all appreciate and must be encouraged by the general acceptance that strict adherence to 
the TRIPS Agreement had to be overridden in order to address the treatment needs of the millions of 
sufferers in poor countries of AIDS, malaria and other such major diseases.  Similarly we need to 
muster the political will and creativity to ensure that disadvantaged nations can produce and 
participate fully in the global trading system.  However, this cannot be so if our farmers are denied the 
opportunity to continue to export their traditional commodities, such as cotton, bananas and sugar, on 


