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I wish to draw particular attention to the Mauritius Declaration adopted by the AU Ministers 
of Trade and endorsed by the Heads of State and Government of the African Union at their recent 
Summit in Maputo.  This document, which has been formally submitted to this Conference through 
the WTO Secretariat, reflects the common positions of the AU Member States on the critical issues in 
the Doha Development Round and their unified call for a fair and just global trading system.  It is our 
expectation that this Conference will take careful account of the proposals contained in that 
Declaration, since they articulate the views and perceptions of a large number of developing countries 
on the main issues of the Doha Development Round. 
 

The call from Africa for a fair and just global trading system has been construed in some 
quarters to be indicative of a growing radicalization of the African position on international trade 
issues.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  The truth is that poverty is on the increase on our 
continent and there is growing concern that the Millennium Development Goals will not be realized in 
Africa.  We acknowledge the role of internal factors in many cases, like conflicts, inappropriate 
policies, deficiencies in democracy and governance etc. have contributed to the dismal situation we 
face in Africa, but the fact remains that effective poverty reduction in much of the Continent needs 
a more supportive international environment which should include, among other things, a review and 
re-casting of the international commodity trade.  As for internal problems, our programmes of policy 
reforms, the establishment of the African Union and the adoption of NEPAD are aimed at addressing 
them. 
 

We believe that there is an urgent need to create an enabling environment in the African 
countries for trade.  African exports need to be globally competitive.  In this regard, attention needs 
to be given to developing the infrastructure for trade, including physical infrastructure, energy and 
finance in order to make our countries more competitive.  And here we need assistance and support 
from the leading developed countries. 
 

It cannot be denied that the imbalances in the global trading system have contributed in no 
small measure to Africa's crisis of poverty and underdevelopment.  Permit me to illustrate this with 
just two examples.  Agriculture, as we are all aware, is the mainstay of the African economy, offering 
significant potential for the generation of employment and income, foreign exchange earnings and 
poverty eradication.  The negative impact of distortions in world agricultural markets on the 
economies of African countries is illustrated by the current experience of West and Central African 
cotton-producing nations.  A trading regime that fails to address such a persistent and painful decline 
in terms of trade of developing countries could not be said to be fair or equitable. 
 

On Non-Agricultural Market Access, the proposals for steeper and deeper tariff cuts by 
developing countries hardly take account of the needs or capabilities of many African countries for 
economic diversification and industrial development.  The erosion of trade preferences which will 
result from tariff liberalization will certainly have negative implica
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In concluding, let me quote from Mrs Frene Ginwala, the speaker, of the South African 
Parliament who, in her conclusion in the recent Global Coalition for Africa meeting in Nairobi said, 
and I quote:  "As we are aware, trade is crucial in economic growth and an area of growing 
importance in international relations.  It is ironic that from a laisser-faire approach, we have moved 
into a rule-based regime to regulate international trade.  But in this, as in other areas of globalization, 
the system has been managed to favour the rich and the rules benefit the developed countries.  Hence 
the developing countries and Africa in particular are marginalized.  It is in the long-term interests of 
both developed and developing countries that there is a more equitable and balanced regime." 
 

Let me say for my part, speaking for all Africa, that the Doha Development Agenda must not 
remain one largely in the untested phrases of the Doha Ministerial Declaration.  Let it be so in reality, 
in its actual implementation and its positive effects on global development through liberalized and 
expanded trade.  Ensuring that it will be so is the challenge before this conference as it reviews the 
course of the Doha Development Round at this crucial stage. 
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