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 My country considers that the special and differential treatment clauses contained in the 
Chairman's text do not properly reflect food security and rural development concerns.  It is 
inconceivable for our country to move ahead on the path of liberalization without including basic 
elements such as strategic products, differential concessions and a safeguard mechanism for 
developing countries.  This is all essential to arrive at balance and equity in these negotiations, where 
the overall level of ambition is considerably higher than in the Uruguay Round.   
 
 Similarly, convergence is needed in regard to the modalities for non-agricultural products.  
Nicaragua started to open up its trade in the 1990s.  We now have one of the lowest average tariffs in 
Latin America, barely higher than 5 per cent and comparable to that of many developed countries.  


