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1 We, the Ministers, have met in Singapore from 9 to 13 December 1996 for
the first regular biennial meeting of the WTO a Ministerid level, as caled for in
Article IV of the Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization, to further
strengthenthe WTO as aforumfor negotiation, thecontinuing liberaization of trade
within a rule-based system, and the multilateral review and assessment of trade
policies, and in particular to:

assess the implementation of our commitments under the WTO
Agreements and decisions;

review the ongoing negotiations and Work Programme;

examine developments in world trade; and

address the challenges of an evolving world economy.

2. For nearly 50 years Members have sought to fulfil, first in the GATT and
now in the WTO, the objectivesreflected in the preamble to the WTO Agreement
of conducting our traderelationswithaview torai sing standardsof livingworldwide.
Theriseinglobal tradefacilitated by tradeliberalization withintherules-based system
has created more and better-paid jobsin many countries. The achievementsof the
WTO during itsfirst two years bear witnessto our desire to work together to make
the most of thepossibilitiesthat themultilatera system providesto promotesustainable
growth and development while contributing to amore stable and secure climate in
internationd relations.

3. Webelievethat the scope and pace of changein theinternationa economy,
induding the growth in trade in services and direct investment, and the increasing
integration of economies offer unprecedented opportunities for improved growth,
jobcreation, and development. Thesedeve opmentsrequireadjustment by economies
and societies. They aso posechallengestothetrading system. Wecommit ourselves
to address these challenges.
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4, We renew our commitment to the observance of internationally recognized Core Labour
corelabour standards. Thelnternational Labour Organization (ILO) isthecompetent Standards

body to set and deal with these standards, and we affirm our support for its work
in promoting them. We believe that economic growth and devel opment fostered
by increasedtradeand further tradeliberali zation contributeto thepromotion of these
standards. We reject the use of labour standards for protectionist purposes, and
agreethat thecomparativeadvantageof countries, particularly low-wagedevel oping
countries, must in noway be put into question. Inthisregard, wenotethat theWTO
and ILO Secretariats will continue their existing collaboration.

5. We commit ourselves to address the problem of marginalization for least-
devel oped countries, and therisk of it for certain developing countries. Wewill also
continue towork for greater coherenceininternational economic policy-makingand
for
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7. We note that trade relations of WTO Members are being increasingly
influenced by regiond trade agreements, which have expanded vastly in number,
scope and coverage. Such initiatives can promote further liberalization and may
assist least-developed, developing and transition economies in integrating into the
international trading system. In this context, we note the importance of existing
regional arrangements involving developing and least-developed countries. The
expansion and extent of regiona trade agreements make it important to analyse
whether the system of WTO rights and obligations as it relates to regiona trade
agreements



WT/MIN(96)/DEC

Page 4
11. Compliance with notification requirements has not been fully satisfactory. Notifications
Because the WTO system relies on mutual monitoring as a means to assess and
implementation, those Members which have not submitted notificationsin atimely Legislation

manner, or whose notificationsare not complete, should renew their efforts. At the
same time, the relevant bodies should take appropriate steps to promote full
compliance while considering practical proposals for smplifying the notification
process.

12, Wherelegidationisneeded toimplement WTO rules, Membersaremindful

of their obligationsto completetheir domesticlegidative processwithout further delay .
Those Members entitled to transition periods are urged to take steps asthey deem Td Tw ( r pte, should ) Tj141td1lahtt



WT/MIN(96)/DEC
Page 5

15. We confirm our commitment to full and faithful implementation of the
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17. The fulfilment of the objectives agreed at Marrakesh for negotiations on
the improvement of market accessin services - in financial services, movement of
natura persons, maritime transport services and basic telecommunications - has
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19. Bearing in mind that an important aspect of WTO activitiesisacontinuous
overseeing of theimplementation of variousagreements, aperiodic examinationand

updating






