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5. In this regard, the WTO and its body of rules are a logical conclusion to the work of the GATT
and the successive negotiation rounds held since 1948. The priorities have now moved from the tariff
to the non-tariff sector, from goods to services and intellectual property, towards the new form of trade
represented by electronic trade, towards the need for new regulatory frameworks that are a response
to a global society. Fair rules on investment, government procurement, the organization of competition,
relations between the environment and trade ..., respect for basic labour standards.

This is why we would like the WTO to have a balanced programme capable of facing up to
these new challenges.

6. Belgium is determined to contribute to liberalization whose main goal is not material gain or
unfettered growth but whose priority is to improve mankind's lot.
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