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Government of the State
of Kuwait my congratul ations on your election as president to this conference. | wish you tremendous
success.

Allow meto congratul ate you on the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of the multilateral
trading system.

| dso would like to offer my congratulations to the officers, and to convey our gratitude to
the WTO Secretariat for its strenuous efforts in the excellent organization of this conference.

It has been almost a year and a half since our first conference in Singapore, and two years
since the 9th session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in Midrand, South
Africa Many of the delegates here today might have participated in these conferences which have
issued the Midrand declaration and the Singapore declaration, consecutively.

Upon reading the declarations of Midrand and Singapore, you get the impression that both
are very optimistic, and that the devel oping countries and the least-devel oped countries can overcome
their difficulties. However, in reality, many developing countries and the least-developed countries
till face alot of economic challenges. Among them the worsening of the socio-economic problems,
the proliferation of poverty, and their inability to further devel op management and technical systems.
The economic situation in many developing and least-developed countries has deteriorated due to the
increase in their externa debts which have widened the gap between devel oped
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- Torestrict thecommitmentsrequired fromthedevel oping countriesand | east-devel oped
countries to join the World Trade Organization, since the process for accession has
become too long and tedious. These countries constitute the magjority of the world
both in terms of population and geography. These are the countries that possess the
natural resources.

- To provide technical assistance and appropriate measures to devel oping countries and
to least-devel oped countries in order to prevent the hardships of the implementation
of the Uruguay Round Agreements. This can be done through changing and updating
the infrastructure of these countries without affecting its national interests.

- Toreducethestrict protective measures of developing countriesby imposing excessive
taxes like the carbon tax as an example. As well as the simplification of support
measures based on transparency.

- To open markets for emerging industries in devel oping countries and |east-devel oped
countries which are based on natural resources and are occasionaly considered to be
the only source of revenue.

- To lower or eliminate the restrictions on technology transfer to developing countries
and least-devel oped countries.

- To increase regiona and international cooperation, through easier access for trade
between South-South and the North and the South.

- To support the efforts of Chambers of Commerce and Industry in devel oping countries
and| east-devel oped countriesintheir endeavoursto establish management and technical
systems in a network of trade information.

We are members of the Gulf Cooperation Council, which was established in 1980, to embody
the concepts and principles of afree market economy which our countriesbelieved in sinceitsinception
which led naturally to the strengthening of the commercid ties with the rest of the world and the
development of those ties in a coordinated fashion with the changes. Thisis why the joining of four
of the GCC countries to the WTO came as the embodiment of its peopl€e's aspirations. In addition
to Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, we are hoping that the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabiaand Sultanate of Omanwill do soin the near future, so this Organization can continueitsjourney
in building a better partnership for development.

Kuwait hasan unforgettabl eexperiencewith globalization, theworld' sconsensusand therespect
of UN resolutions. Indeed, the range of economic development is measured by political stability and
our respect for human rights. These matters are interdependent and complementary at the sametime.
In this respect, the State of Kuwait calls upon the international community, the name of humanity,
to help us work on freeing our POWSs and detainees which are still being held in Iragi prisons.

| call upon you to help us in setting those prisoners free. There are still mothers in Kuwait
shedding tears of sadness and mourning, and fathers awaiting their sons' and children's return.

May Peace and God's mercy and blessings be upon you.





