for al parties
to confirm their attachment to the process of worldwide trade liberaization. We should strive for the
elimination of barriers to the free flow of goods and services to the maximum possible extent, within
the framework of a rules-based multilateral system that offers fair and predictable conditions to all.
Under such conditions, international tradewill contributeto an optimal international division of labour
and as aresult to sustainable development and prosperity for al participants.

The WTO Agreements adopted at Marrakesh have strongly contributed to the strengthening
of the multilateral trading system by a substantial further opening of our markets and by

full integration of developing countries
in the multilateral trading system; on the other hand the need for a comprehensive dialogue with the
genera public and greater transparency in the WTO, so that the public gets a better understanding
of the benefits of trade liberaization and has the opportunity to express its interests and concerns.
For theNetherlands Government, thefull integration of devel oping countriesintheworldtrading system
is of utmost importance. We should not impose our ideas and solutions on our economicaly less
advanced partners, but should maintain a continuous dialogue in order to build consensus for further
stepstowardsfull tradeliberaization. In thiscontext, | stressthe importance of acomprehensive new
round resulting in balanced package, which also reflects the interests of developing countries. More

HiwebtseoMIiETIE500 O 1 ot8nTil1 Tf(and) TiETRrao 72 431u<deOtr157/F17 11 Tf(bv) TIETR1 OETRT1 00 1 401 52 405 36 Tm/F1



Sinaanore

WT/MIN(98)/ST/45
Page 2

specifically, weshould continueand intensify our effortsaimed at full integration of theleast-devel oped
countries, aong thelinesagreed at theMinisterial Conference of Singaporeand theHigh Level Meeting
on Integrated Initiatives for the Least-Developed Countries Trade Development of October 1997.
I welcome the Director-Genera's Report on thisissue. This, however, should not be the end of the
process, but the starting-point for a further intensification of our efforts to enhance





