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Future negotiations in this area must not lose sight of the need to establish provisions that effectively
respond to these requirements.

6. On the other hand, the implementation of some agricultural disciplines presents significant
challenges to developing countries which, likeVenezuela, are net importers and are engaged in a process
of modernizing and increasing productivity. In this sector, the developed countries must commit
themselves, in the coming negotiations, to reducing the asymmetries in their favour resulting from
the Uruguay Round negotiations. The commitments assumed by our country on that occasion have
been steadily and effectively put into practice, although the effort at liberalization and modernization
has not been free from social and political repercussions and has had to be supplemented by measures
intended to encourage, within the framework of the multilateral rules, the stability of production and
employment. This is a priority area for Venezuela on the agenda of negotiations within the WTO and
we hope that those negotiations will reduce the asymmetry which exists in favour of the major agricultural
producers while
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