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WTO Ministers met in Singapore in December 1996 for the First WTO Ministerial and now
they meet for the Second Ministerial in Geneva. While recognizing the succession of Ministerials as
a healthy sign for global trade we would like to begin this statement by saying that our perception of
the Ministerial is primarily based on Article 4 of the Agreement, which States that a Ministerial is
expected to "... further strengthen the WTO as the forum for negotiation, the continuing liberalization
of trade within a rules-based system and the multilateral review and assessment of trade policy ...".
We are also conscious that 50 years of work went behind the establishment of WTO, the Organization
entrusted with the supervision of the rule-based Multilateral Trading System.

At this moment one of the preambular objectives of the Agreement that comes to mind is
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4. Special and Differential Treatment (SDT) provisions

The Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT) provisions of the Agreement are deemed to
be applicable autonomously. Consequently unlike other provisions of the Agreement they lack legally
binding force. On a recent occasion when WTO submitted a briefing paper (No. WT/COMTD/W/35
dated 9 February 1998) to its Committee on Trade and Development (CTD), it did not give a report
on SDT provisions as, in its words, these autonomous intervention needed no reporting and monitoring
obligation on the part of the implementors and WTO. We request that WTO not only monitor the
progress of implementation of the SDT provisions but also report its findings to the General Council.

5. Poverty alleviation

With the rise of democracy following the recent thaw in cold war, LDCs are coping with the
rising expectations of their peoples. They now aspire for and demand more political liberty, wider
franchise, freer press, guaranteed human rights, among other "new" freedoms. The rising tide of
democracy in LDCs have also given birth to numerous NGOs in them. They are now in the fore-front
of rudimentary development programmes based primarily on micro-enterprise and skill development.
Specially inmycountry,Bangladesh, the flourishing of the GrameenBankwith itsMicro-Credit strategy
has attracted world-wide interest and is now among the more popular development concepts around
the world. Despite all these achievements, the spread of poverty continues unchecked. This calls for
more coherent and bolder institutional approaches. We consider the WTO Ministerial to be an apt
occasion to draw the attention of the Members to this reality.

6. Official Development Assistance (ODA)

Another matter, which has aggravated poverty in the LDCs is the recent decline of ODA.
As a result, in many LDCs critically needed investment in socio-economic infrastructure, could not
be made. Transfer of appropriate technology and ODA funds for building vital infrastucture in roads,
ports, power, human resources, etc. in the LDCs should be effected quickly. Despite commitments,
almost all developed countries have failed to fulfil their obligations of giving ODA at 0.7 per cent of
their respective GNPs. Therefore, the presumed capacity of less-developed countries to compensate
ODA fall through "exp
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