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It is a great privilege for me and my delegation to participate in this Second Ministerial
Conference as a full Member of the World Trade Organization. This forum is even more significant
for us by being held in a parallel with a high profile Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the
Multilateral Trading System, the historic event, which highlights the success of the system over the
past half of the century and reaffirms the trade liberalization mandate of the WTO.

On behalf of the Government of Mongolia I would like to express my sincere appreciation
to the Swiss authorities as well as to Director-General Mr. Renato Ruggiero and his dedicated staff
for their enormous efforts and great amount of preparatory work they have carried out to ensure the
excellent conditions for the work of the Conference.

I offer my congratulations to H.E. Mr. Pascal Couchepin on his election to the Chair of the
Session and wish him every success.
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difficulties it faces in transition from central planning system to market-based, outward
looking economy Mongolia had taken a courageous and challenging decision to exercise from 1 May 1997
zero import duty regime for almost all products. This decision is a political message showing our
full commitment to and confidence in the multilateral trading system which we reaffirm at this
Conference.

However, as a developing country Mongolia shares concerns about the risk of marginalization
for less-developed economies. Strengthening the participation and integration of developing countries
into the world trading system and assisting them in taking full advantage of its benefits must be a priority
objective of the WTO. A proper balance between the strict compliance with disciplines, commitments
and the favourable treatment in the context of the special development needs of these countries should
be observed.

./.






