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The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) strongly appreciates the
opportunity to participate in the Second WTO Ministerial Meeting. Thehealth of the multilateral trading
system is crucial to the Bank's effectiveness in its own tasks. We have a particular interest in the success
of the WTO accession process for the economies in
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Membership in the WTO, in fact the accession process itself, can be powerful forces in helping
the transition economies tackle these challenges. In this perspective, it is the predictability and openness
to




