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| am particularly happy to represent the Republic of Cyprus at the second Ministerial meeting
since the signing at Marrakesh of the Final Act of the Uruguay Round and the establishment of the
World Trade Organization.

I wouldlikeat theoutsit to congratul atethe Swiss Government ontheir hard work and dedication
in organizing this Conference and thank them for their hospitality and friendship.

We believe Genevawas the best choice of acity to hold these important events, the Ministeria
Conference as well as the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Multilateral Trading System.

On behalf of my Government, | would liketo express my highest appreciation to the Director-
Genera of the WTO, Mr. Renato Ruggiero, and his staff for their efforts and
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Withregardtointellectual property, anew Trademarksand Patent |egisl ation hasrecently been
enacted bringing it into conformity with the TRIPS Agreement.

Itisaparticul ar pleasureto confirmthat
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Whileagreat number of member countriesaregathered herein Geneva, someimportant trading
countries such as Russia, Chinaand othersare still waiting to jointhe WTO. We hope that the ongoing
procedure for their membership is completed at the soonest.

L et me closewith the hopethat this Conference will mark the continuation of 50 years of efforts
in the multilateral trading liberalization process in a spirit of openness to the challenges ahead of us,
motivated by the confident knowledge that economic growth is achieved by consensus, to everyone's
advantage.

It must now be the era of conciliation and collaboration for the common good of mankind.

We must work, inrea partnership, to promote the economic and socia development for the stability
and prosperity of al the countries
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