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With regard to intellectual property, a new Trademarks and Patent legislation has recently been
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While a great number of member countries are gathered here inGeneva, some important trading
countries such as Russia, China and others are still waiting to join the WTO. We hope that the ongoing
procedure for their membership is completed at the soonest.

Let me close with the hope that this Conference will mark the continuation of 50 years of efforts
in the multilateral trading liberalization process in a spirit of openness to the challenges ahead of us,
motivated by the confident knowledge that economic growth is achieved by consensus, to everyone's
advantage.

It must now be the era of conciliation and collaboration for the common good of mankind.
We must work, in real partnership, to promote the economic and social development for the stability
and prosperity of all the countries
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