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guarantees that they can offer security and predictability to investors, local and foreign. The enabling
conditions can only be secured through the continuation of mutually agreed, non-reciprocal preferential
market access, particularly those contained in the Lomé Convention. Any disruption in the steady
flow of earnings resulting from our export trade would seriously jeopardize our socio-economic
development.

12. The credibility of the WTO rests on its capacity to treat all its Members fairly and equitably.
It is not our intention to question liberalization within a rule-based system. But we have to formulate
future rules that are realistic and adjust existing ones to address the concerns of all Members,
particularly the vulnerable ones. Therein lie the credibility and the sustainability of the multilateral
trade system. We are at the doorstep of a new millennium and our constituents expect us to lay the
foundations of a just and fair society. Here at the WTO we should live up to these expectations.
Otherwise future generations will hold us to task.
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