
  
 
 
 

WTO SUPPORT PROGRAMME FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 2024 

 
I. ELIGIBILITY 

 
1. The Programme is open to doctoral students from Developing and Least-Developed 
Countries and customs territories that are WTO Members (or engaged in WTO accession 

negotiations). Government officials are not eligible to apply to the Programme. 
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H. RESIDENCE PERMIT 

 
25. On the arrival of the participant in Geneva, the WTO will apply to the Swiss authorities for a 

Carte de légitimation Series H (residence permit) for the participant. 

 

I. FAMILY MEMBERS 

 
26. The family members of a person holding a Carte de légitimation Series H may not be 

admitted to Switzerland for the purpose of family regrouping. Should a participant decide to be 
accompanied by family members, the WTO is not in a position to assist with residence permits or 

medical insurance costs. 

 

J. ACCOMMODATION 

 
27. Participants will be responsible for all expenditures relating to their accommodation during 

their stay in Geneva. 

 
28. The WTO is not in a position to pay an advance deposit on behalf of a participant for 
accommodation. However, if requested, the Secretariat will provide a letter to the participant 

confirming their participation in the Doctoral Support Programme. 

 

K. INFORMATICS 

 
29. The WTO will provide the participant with a standard desktop computer with access to a 

printer. The computer will be installed with a standard Microsoft Office package. No additional 

software can be installed on WTO computers. 

 

L. SELECTION PROCESS 

 
30. Applications to the Programme are reviewed and decided by a Selection Committee. 

 
31. Decisions are normally communicated to an applicant one month after the date of the 
application. 

 
32. Positions are limited, and the application process is competitive. Key considerations include 
the relevance of the dissertation to the work of the WTO, and the availability of staff members with 

expertise and experience to serve as a mentor. 
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