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countries in addressing copyright barriers to access to knowledge that have been illuminated and 

magnified by COVID-19. Specifically, we call for urgent action to clarify that all copyright and related 

rights treaties, including the copyright provisions of the TRIPS Agreement:  

 Can and should be interpreted and implemented to respect the primacy of human rights 

obligations during the pandemic and other emergencies, including the rights to seek, receive and 

impart information, to education, and to freely participate in cultural life and share in scientific 

advancement and its benefits, while protecting the moral and material interests of authors; 

 Permit governments to protect and promote vital public interests during a health or other 

emergency;  

 Permit governments to carry forward and appropriately extend into the digital environment 

limitations and exceptions that are appropriate in the digital network environment, particularly 

during a health or other emergency.  
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