


possible waiver, albeit there continues to be disagreement on the parameters of the waiver.5 Thus we 
believe it is important for you to urgently require the US and the EU as well as other WTO 
Members to either engage with IP/C/W/669/Rev.1 text by making concrete textual proposals or 
not to block adoption of the Waiver proposal. 
 
Inaction is no longer an option for the TRIPS Council. The Economist predicts that the actual death 
toll for COVID-19 is significantly higher than the official count and is likely to be approximately 17.6 
million people6 with the pandemic increasingly affecting developing and least developed countries. 
UNCTAD has also concluded that the damage from the COVID-19 crisis has exceeded that of the 
Global Financial Crisis in most parts of the global economy, but has been particularly draining on the 
developing world, adding that the total cost of delayed vaccinations – in terms of lost income – will 
amount to US$2.3 trillion, with the developing world shouldering the majority of that bill.  
 
The TRIPS Council needs to stop making excuses and dragging its feet. As the Chair of the TRIPS 
Council, you must not allow a minority of blocking Members to paralyse the TRIPS Council by tacitly 
supporting their delaying and disinformation tactics.   
 
We strongly call on you to start the text-based negotiations on the draft decision text 
(IP/C/W/669/Rev.1) currently before the TRIPS Council. Every day of delay means more deaths, more 
lives lost, and more setbacks to the recovery of the global economy. As the Director-
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