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trade in pharmaceutical and medical goods. This paper is meant to contribute to an exploratory 
discussion on a possible initiative to facilitate “trade in healthcare products “. 

The deal would include ease in handling technical regulations and standards, expedited customs 
clearance, non-discrimination in public procurement, smoother import licensing procedures (if any), 
general transparency rules, and easier trading conditions for re-manufactured goods, etc. But 
unfortunately, nothing is said about the need for keeping essential services to continue to function.  

Governments can take the best measures to facilitate trade in healthcare products, but without 
measures facilitating transport and logistics, they will be totally inefficient to support the trade of 
medical supplies. We have seen at the start of the first lockdowns, borders were closed; ports and 
airports were subject to transportation restrictions; drivers, captains and pilots of trucks, vessels and 
air cargo planes were subject to border controls, to quarantine measures, etc. Subsequent initiatives 
by the Transport Commissioner and DG MOVE aimed to address these operational challenges faced 
by the freight and cargo sector. Therefore, with an exclusive focus on healthcare products, we felt 
that, unfortunately, the Commission “Concept Paper” for a WTO agreement 
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List of members supporting the above position 
 

�x Amfori 

�x Apple 

�x Architects' Council of Europe –ACE 

�x British Telecom Plc  

�x BDO 

�x Bureau International des Producteurs 
et Intermédiaires d’Assurances – 
BIPAR 

�x BUSINESSEUROPE 

�x BUSINESSEUROPE WTO Working 
Group 

�x BSA The Software Alliance – BSA 

�x Conseil des barreaux de la 
Communauté Européenne – CCBE 

�x Danish Shipping 

�x Deutsche Post DHL  

�x DI – Confederation of Danish 
Industries 

�x Digital Europe 

�x EK - Confederation of Finnish 
Industries 

�x EuroCommerce 

�x European Banking Federation - EBF 

�x European Community Shipowners’ 
Associations – ECSA 

�x European Express Association – EEA 

�x European Federation of Engineering 


