TRADING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC:
THE WTO’s RESPONSE TO COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic has had devastating health and economic consequences, causing unprecedented
disruption to people’s lives and the global economy. The multilateral trading system was severely impacted by
the pandemic, yet trade policy settings were also integral to the evolving global response. The WTO undertook a
wide range of initiatives, integrated with broader inteRITtETTT 6U RS, to deal with the health, societal and
economic impacts of COVID-19% &tSeeRtoulCIITtd TUORSTISIT FSeTtiIithe main elements of the WTO’s response
to inform ongoing dialogue and practical initiatives on pandemic readiness and global resilience against future
health crises.
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