
TRADING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC: 
THE WTO’s RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had devastating health and economic consequences, causing unprecedented 
disruption to people’s lives and the global economy. The multilateral trading system was severely impacted by 
the pandemic, yet trade policy settings were also integral to the evolving global response. The WTO undertook a 
wide range of initiatives, integrated with broader inteŘĲÍťĖĺĲÍīϙ ôƯĺŘťŜ, to deal with the health, societal and 
economic impacts of COVID-19ϟϙ�ēĖŜϙæŘĖôƱĲČϙĲĺťô ĺƯôŘŜϙÍϙŜĲÍŕŜēĺťϙĺċϙthe main elements of the WTO’s response 
to inform ongoing dialogue and practical initiatives on pandemic readiness and global resilience against future 
health crises. 

Clarifying: enhancing transparency and the flow of informa⸀ 愀摯灴攀搠猀漀洀攀 ㄵ㘀⁃伀嘀䤀䐀ⴀ͐͘ ϙıôÍŜŪŘôŜϙÍƯôèťing trade in services and 458 COVID-19 measures relating to trade in 
goods. Just over half these goods measures facilitated trade (e.g. reducing or eliminating ĖıŕĺŘťϙ ťÍŘĖƯŜϙ ÍĲîϙ ťÍƄôŜϙ ĺĲϙ medical 
products). EƄŕĺŘť-restrictive measures included 




