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Council for TRIPS 34 

Committee on Trade and Development 34 

Committee on Balance-of-Payments Restrictions 35 

Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration 36 

Committee on Trade and Environment 37 

Committee on Regional Trade Agreements 38 

Preparatory Committee on Trade Facilitation 38 

Working Group on Trade, Debt and Finance 39 

Working Group on Trade and Transfer of Technology 39 

Inactive working groups 40 
Committees in charge of plurilateral agreements 40 

TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE AND  
ITS NEGOTIATING GROUPS 41 

Trade Negotiations Committee 41 
WTO negotiating groups 41 
Special Session of the Committee on Agriculture 41 

Sub-Committee on Cotton 42 

Negotiating Group on Market Access 42 

Special Session of the Council for Trade in Services 42 

Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation 42 

Negotiating Group on Rules 43 

Special Session of the Council for TRIPS 43 

Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Environment 43 

Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development 44 

Special Session of the Dispute Settlement Body 45 

TRADE POLICY REVIEW MEETINGS 46 

WTO ACCESSION WORKING PARTIES 49 

Chairs of working parties for completed accessions 50 
Chairs of working parties for ongoing accessions 51 

























14     

For director positions (Grade 11) advertised in 2016, 77% of applications were from 
men. The selection process for three director positions is still ongoing. The Secretariat 
has sought to ensure as much gender balance as possible during this process.













20     

The Ministerial Conference (MC) is the highest decision-making body of the WTO. It 

























32     

Council for Trade in Services 

The Council for Trade in Services oversees the implementation of the General 
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). It has established five subsidiary bodies: the 
Working Party on Professional Services, the Working Party on Domestic Regulation, 
the Working Party on GATS Rules, the Committee on Specific Commitments and 
the Committee on Trade in Financial Services. The Working Party on Professional 
Services was replaced by the Working Party on Domestic Regulation in 1999.

Since 1995, there have been 24 chairs of the Council for Trade in Services.19  
Four of these have been women – Ms Elin Østebø Johansen of Norway (2010);  
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Inactive working groups 

From 1997 to 2003, there were four chairs of the Working Group on the Relationship 
between Trade and Investment, one chair of the Working Group on the Interaction 
between Trade and Competition Policy and two chairs of the Working Group on 
Transparency in Government Procurement. None of these were women.

Committees in charge of plurilateral agreements 

The Committee on the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA) administers 
the implementation of the GPA. It is composed of representatives from each party 
to the Agreement as well as WTO members and inter-governmental organizations  
with observer status. Since its establishment, there has been one female chair –  
Ms Helle Klem of Norway (1997). Work in the WTO on trade in civil aircraft is overseen 
by the Committee on Trade in Civil Aircraft and its technical sub-committee. 
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Sub-Committee on Cotton 

The Sub-Committee on Cotton, a sub-committee of the Special Session of the 
Committee on Agriculture, has since its establishment in November 200436 had the 
same chairs as the Special Session.37 Out of the five chairs, all of them have been men.

Negotiating Group on Market Access

Since 2002, all five chairs38 of the Negotiating Group on Market Access have been men.39

Special Session of the Council for Trade in Services

Since 2002, out of the three chairs40 of the Special Session of the Council for Trade 
in Services, all have been men.41

Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation 

Established in 2004, the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation42 was dissolved 
once WTO members concluded negotiations on the Trade Facilitation Agreement at 
the Bali Ministerial Conference in December 2013.43 From 2004 to 2013, all three 
chairs of the Negotiating Group were men.44

36 TN/AG/13, 26 November 2004.

37 Mr Vangelis Vitalis of New Zealand (2015-today); Mr John Adank of New Zealand (2011-2015);  
Mr David Walker of New Zealand (2009-2011); Mr Crawford Falconer of New Zealand (2005-2009); and 
Mr Tim Groser of New Zealand (2004-2005).

38 In 2008 and 2012 there were two successive Chairs of the Negotiating Group on Market Access. In 2008 
Mr Don Stephenson  of Canada was followed by Mr Luzius Wasescha of Switzerland. In 2012 Mr Luzius 
Wasescha of Switzerland was followed by Mr Remigi Winzap of Switzerland.

39 Mr Remigi Winzap of Switzerland (2012-today); Mr Luzius Wasescha of Switzerland (2008-2012);  
Mr Don Stephenson of Canada (2006-2008); Mr Stefán Jóhannesson of Iceland (2004-2005); and  
Mr Pierre-Louis Girard of Switzerland (2002-2003).

40 In 2005 there were two successive Chairs of the Special Session of the Council for Trade in Services.  
Mr Alejandro Jara  of Chile was followed by Mr Fernando De Mateo y Venturini of Mexico.

41 Mr Gabriel Duque of Colombia (2014-today); Mr Fernando De Mateo y Venturini of Mexico (2005-2013); 
and Mr Alejandro Jara of Chile (2002-2005).

42 TN/C/M/14, 2 November 2004.

43 World Trade Organization, Bali Ministerial Declaration, WT/(MIN13)/36, 11 December 2013.

44 Mr Eduardo Ernesto Sperisen-Yurt of Guatemala (2007-2013); Mr Tony Miller of Hong Kong, China 
(2006); and Mr Muhamad Noor of Malaysia (2004-2005).
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Central African 
Republic* 

Gabon* Mali* Seychelles* Zimbabwe* 

Chad* The Gambia* Mauritania* Sierra Leone* 

Comoros** Ghana* Mauritius* Somalia 

Other territories in the region n.e.s.

Middle East

Bahrain, Kingdom of* Israel* Lebanese 
Republic** 

Saudi Arabia, 
Kingdom of* 

Yemen* 

Iran** Jordan* Oman* Syrian Arab 
Republic** 

Iraq** Kuwait, the 
State of* 

Qatar* United Arab 
Emirates* 

Other territories in the region n.e.s.

Asia

Afghanistan** Hong Kong, 
China* 

Malaysia* Papua New 
Guinea* 

Timor-Leste 

Australia* India* Maldives* Philippines* Tonga* 

Bangladesh* Indonesia* Mongolia* Samoa* Tuvalu 

Bhutan** Japan* Myanmar* Singapore* Vanuatu* 

Brunei Darussalam* Kiribati Nepal* Solomon 
Islands* 

Viet Nam* 

Cambodia* Korea, 
Republic of* 

New Zealand* Sri Lanka* 

China* Lao People’s 
Democratic 
Republic* 

Pakistan* Chinese 
Taipei* 

Fiji* Macao, 
China* 

Palau Thailand* 

Other territories in the region n.e.s.
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ANNEX 3 – WTO PROFESSIONAL STAFF BY 
MEMBER AND GENDER
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