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l. Introduction
Director-General Lamy, ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honor to be here to report on Aid for Trade in Asia and the
Pacific. The Asian Development Bank has been active in Aid for Trade
since 2006, as a member of the WTO Advisory Group, and as co-host for
Regional Review Meetings in Manila in September 2007 and in Siem Reap,

Cambodia in May 2009. We are also
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V. ADB and Aid for Trade

Aid for Trade is also vital for economic recovery and for long-term
development and structural change. There is no “one size fits all” approach
to Aid for Trade projects. However, ADB's experience suggests that project
assistance yields large returns. Of course, this is best where political will
and effective donor coordination combine. Indeed, these are the core
lessons that flowed from more than 15 years supporting the Greater

Mekong Subregion, or GMS program.

Under the GMS program, Cambodia, China, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam have come
together to promote development through closer economic linkages.
Substantial progress has been made since the program began in 1992. As
of the end of 2008, 41
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