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CONTEXT  

The 100 th  Session of the WTO's Committee on Trade and Development (CTD) will be held on 
24 November 2016. This is a significant milestone for the multilateral trading system – and for the 
CTD, which serves as a focal point for consideration and coordination of development work in the 
WTO. 
 
To mark this occasion, a half-day commemorativ e will be held in the morning of 24 November, 
prior to the start of the CTD's 100 th  Session.   
 
Since the establishment of the WTO, considerab le progress has been made in integrating 
developing countries into the multilateral trading system, and their share in world trade has seen a 
marked increase. Trade continues to be recognized by the international community as an 
important tool to achieve development objectives, as laid out
economies face particular difficulties in being able to fully reap the benefits of trade. Furthermore, 
trading internationally can often be much more costly and difficult for small and medium-sized 
enterprises than for larger businesses. 
 
Against this backdrop, the commemorative event will provide an opportunity to share current and 
future perspectives on trade and development. Two substantive sessions will be held as part of the 
event. The first session will look at evolutions  over twenty years in the area of trade and 
development from the time that the CTD held its first meeting in 1995, and in this light will also 
address current perspectives on the subject. The second session will look forward and explore the 




