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TECHNICAL COOPERATION HANDBOOK ON NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTSQUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS

For Members which acceded pursuant to Article XII of the Marrakesh Agreement, their respective Protocols of Accession may 
contain notification obligations in addition to those set out in the WTO Agreements, and may govern the deadlines for the 
submission of their initial notifications.
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This section of the Handbook on Notification Requirements covers the notification obligations relating to QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS. It includes information on three notifications in the 
Committee on Market Access and consists of the following five parts:
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WHAT MUST BE NOTIFIED? 
WHICH MEMBERS 

MUST NOTIFY?
WHEN TO NOTIFY? HOW TO NOTIFY? 

Notification 
requirements

Type of measure
Members 
notifying

Periodicity
Comments on 

Periodicity
Format To whom1 Notification 

Symbol

1. Decision on 
Notification 
Procedures for 
Quantitative 
Restrictions  
G/L/59/Rev.1.

Quantitative 
restrictions (all 
restrictions in place, 
even if notified 
previously).

All WTO Members Regular – Biennial 30 September 2012 
and 2‑yearly intervals 
thereafter.

Yes
(Annex I of  
G/L/59/Rev.1  
and Guidelines  
JOB/MA/101/Rev.2)

Committee on 
Market Access

G/MA/QR/N/*

2. Decision on 
Notification 
Procedures for 
Quantitative 
Restrictions  
G/L/59/Rev.1.

Changes to 
quantitative 
restrictions 
maintained.

All WTO Members Ad hoc As soon as possible, 
but not later than six 
months from their 
entry into force.

Yes
(Annex I of  
G/L/59/Rev.1  
and Guidelines  
JOB/MA/101/Rev.2)

Committee on 
Market Access

G/MA/QR/N/*

3. Decision on 
Notification 
Procedures for 
Quantitative 
Restrictions  
G/L/59/Rev.1.

Quantitative 
restrictions 
maintained by other 
Members (reverse 
notification).

All WTO Members Ad hoc Yes
(Annex I of  
G/L/59/Rev.1  
and Guidelines  
JOB/MA/101/Rev.2)

Committee on 
Market Access

G/MA/QR/N/*

5 All notifications, regardless of their subject content or the requirement under which they are being submitted, must be directed to the administrator of the Central Registry of Notifications (CRN), as indicated  
in document WT/INF/25/Rev.2. Notifications may be submitted through online submission systems, as electronic attachments to emails, or on paper. As it may be practice, a copy of the notification may be sent to 
the Secretariat unit substantively handling the notification.
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Notification on Quantitative Restrictions (QRS): A practical guide JOB/MA/101/Rev.2.

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22JOB/MA/101/Rev.2%22&Language=Spanish&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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To access the list of notifications under the Quantitative Restrictions Decision (G/L/59/Rev.1) since its entry into force in 2012, search for 
documents with the symbol G/MA/QR/N/*.

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/MA/QR/N%22 OR @Symbol=%22G/MA/QR/N/*%22 &Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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Decision on notification procedures for quantitative restrictions G/L/59/Rev.1.

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/L/59/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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