“Think small first"
principle
and SME test
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Better regulation

Think-Small First principle

» Taking the interests of SMEs into
account when designing and evaluating
policies

» Lighter regimes for SMEs and
exemptions for micro-businesses to be
envisaged

«Single Digital Gateway

SME-friendly legislation

* Impact assessment: SME test

* Regular evaluation:
Regulatory Fitness and
Performance (REFIT)

Stakeholder consultation and outreach




Mandatory component of every impact
assessment analysis since 2009

Stakeholder consultation ~
" a strength of EU SME test

Developments

SME test ~ first introduced in
the EC's impact assessment
guidelines in 2009

Strengthened in the Better

Regulation Agenda in 2015







