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SUBSIDIES AND COUNTERVAILING MEASURES

PART 1

OVERVIEW OF NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

scm |

INTRODUCTION

The noti cation requirements of the SCM Agreement can be divided into regular
noti cation requirements, which apply in principle to all Members, and special noti cation
requirements, which apply to Members invoking particular provisions.

With respect to regular noti cation requirements, Part VIl of the SCM Agreement
("Noti cation and Surveillance") contains requirements regarding the noti cation of
subsidies (Article 25.1), countervailing measures (Article 25.11) and competent authorities
that conduct countervailing duty investigations (Article 25.12). In addition, Article 32.6
in Part XI of the SCM Agreement ("Final Provisions") requires noti cation of laws and
regulations relevant to the SCM Agreement.

The SCM Agreement contains special noti cation requirements regarding certain aspects
of the provisions of Article 27 on Special and Differential Treatment of Developing Country
Members. Special noti cation requirements also applied under provisions, which are no
longer applicable, on non-actionable subsidy programmes (Article 8) and on transitional
arrangements regarding existing programmes (Article 28) and transformation into a
market economy (Article 29).

WHAT MUST BE NOTIFIED?

REGULAR NOTIFICATION OBLIGATIONS

Notification of subsidies

The basic subsidies noti cation requirement is contained in Article 25.2 of the SCM
Agreement and in Article XVI:1 of GATT 1994. Article 25.2 requires noti cation of any
subsidy as de ned in the Agreement, which is speci c, as also de ned in the Agreement.
Exempt from this requirement are non-speci c subsidies (i.e., subsidies not covered by
SCM Article 3 and not limited, in law or in fact, to speci c sectors, industries, or regions,

1 Please refer to the document circulated by the Secretariat annually which contains information
on each Member's compliance with noti cation obligations as well as details on the expired
noti cation provisions (G/SCM/W/546/%*).

etc.). In addition, GATT Article XVI:1 requires noti cation of any subsidy (whether or not
speci c) that directly or indirectly causes trade effects.

Notification of countervailing duty legislation

Article 32.6 of the SCM Agreement requires Members to notify their domestic laws
and/or regulations relevant to countervailing duties to the Committee on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures (SCM Committee). These noti cations are in the form of the
full texts of the relevant laws and/or regulations in one of the three of cial languages of
the WTO, i.e., English, French, or Spanish. Any modi cation to the laws, regulations or
administrative procedures must be noti ed promptly. Members that have no countervailing
duty laws or regulations should notify that fact by providing a nil noti cation.?

Notification of competent authorities

Article 25.12 of the SCM Agreement requires Members to notify to the SCM Committee
which of their authorities are competent to initiate and conduct countervailing duty
investigations in their territories and the domestic procedures that govern the initiation
and conduct of such investigations.® The list of such noti cations includes addresses and
contact numbers. It is periodically updated and can be found in document G/SCM/N/18/*.
The addendum document with the highest number contains the most recent information.

Notification of preliminary and final actions (ad hoc notifications)

Article 25.11 of the SCM Agreement requires Members to notify, without delay, all
preliminary or nal countervailing duty actions taken. The noti cations often are made by
submitting the full text of a Member's public notice regarding the action in English, French
or Spanish, but in any event, noti cations should contain the minimum information to be
provided as adopted by the SCM Committee in document G/SCM/3/Rev.1.

Notification of countervailing duty actions: semi-annual reports
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_1
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art32_6
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#articleXXVII
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_01_e.htm#articleVIII
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#articleXXVIII
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#articleXXIX
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_2
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_2
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_01_e.htm#ArticleIII
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/W/546%22%20OR%20@Symbol=%22G/SCM/W/546/*%22%20&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art32_6
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/18%22%20OR%20@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/18/*%22%20&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/3/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
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in force, twice a year. A format for these reports, with detailed instructions adopted by
the SCM Committee, can be found in document G/SCM/2/Rev.1
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/2/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/129%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#articleXXVII
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_2_b
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_4
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_4
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_5
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_6
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_13
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/M/46%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/M/53%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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updating noti cations referred to in Article 25.6. In practice, this means that Members
should submit a new and full noti cation every two years, and spend the intervening year
reviewing other Members' noti cations.

Notification of countervailing duty legislation
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_6
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/129%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/6/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
mailto:crn%40wto.org?subject=
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22WT/INF/25/Rev.2%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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Notification of countervailing duty legislation

There is no standard format. Such noti cations should be sent by email to crn@wto.org
with a copy to the Secretary of the SCM Committee. As this document would be formatted
by the WTO Secretariat prior to circulation, it should be submitted in a WORD format.

Ad hoc notifications

Document G/SCM/3/Rev.1 identi es the agreed minimum list of such actions subject to
this ad hoc noti cation requirement, as well as the minimum information that should be
provided in such reports. If the of cial notice of the action, as published by the Member
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mailto:crn%40wto.org?subject=
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/3/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/2/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/2/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
mailto:crn%40wto.org?subject=
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/129%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/202%22%20OR%20@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/202/*%22%20&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
mailto:crn%40wto.org?subject=
mailto:crn%40wto.org?subject=
/english/tratop_e/scm_e/scm_mock_examples.pdf
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_1
/english/docs_e/legal_e/gatt47_01_e.htm#art16_1
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/M/46%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/M/53%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/6/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22WT/INF/25/Rev.2%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true



/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/3/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/2/Rev.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22PC/IPL/11%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22WT/INF/25/Rev.2%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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WHICH MEMBERS
WHAT MUST BE NOTIFIED? WHEN TO NOTIFY? HOW TO NOTIFY?
MUST NOTIFY?
Noti cation Members . Comments on Noti cation
. Type of measure . Periodicity . Format To whom!
requirements notifying Periodicity Symbol
4 Agreement on Authorities
: Subsidies and competent to

Countervailing initiate and conduct

Measures, countervailing

Article 25.12. duty investigations
referred to in
ASCM Art. 11 and
domestic procedures
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/18%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_11
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art25_12
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/129%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22WT/INF/25/Rev.2%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_13
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/15%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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PART 2

LISTING OF THE NOTIFICATION OBLIGATIONS

NOTIFICATION OBLIGATIONS

WHAT MUST BE NOTIFIED?

Noti cation
requirements

Agreement on
Subsidies and
Countervailing
Measures,
Article 32.6.

Type of measure

Laws/regulations and
changes thereto,
including changes

in the administration
of such laws
(concerning the
languages of

noti cation for
Avrticle 32.6,

see document
G/SCM/N/1).

WHICH MEMBERS
MUST NOTIFY?

Members
notifying

AllWTO Members

WHEN TO NOTIFY?

Periodicity

Ad hoc

Comments on
Periodicity

The full text once

at the date of entry
into force of the
WTO Agreement
for existing laws
and regulations;

ad hoc as and

when a Member
establishes such
laws and regulations
or makes changes
in the administration
thereof.

Format

Yes
(GISCM/N/1

+ Suppl.1
Request for
noti cation,
not a standard
noti cation
format").

scm |

HOW TO NOTIFY?

Noti cation
To whom?
Symbol
Committee on G/SCM/N/*

Subsidies and
Countervailing
Measures.

1 All noti cations, regardless of their subject content or the requirement under which they are being submitted, must be directed to the administrator of the Central Registry of Noti cations (CRN), as indicated

in document WT/INF/25/Rev.2. Noti cations may be submitted through online submission systems, as electronic attachments to emails, or on paper. As it may be practice, a copy of the noti cation may be sent to the
Secretariat unit substantively handling the noti cation.
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art32_6
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/1 %22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/N/1/Suppl.1%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22WT/INF/25/Rev.2%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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WHICH MEMBERS
? ? ?
WHAT MUST BE NOTIFIED? MUST NOTIEY? WHEN TO NOTIFY? HOW TO NOTIFY?

Noti catSQqg 10058 07 scWHICHs10011005807 scWHICHs10011Y?
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_01_e.htm#art8_3
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/14%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_01_e.htm#art8_3
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/13%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art27_11
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/SCM/16%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22WT/INF/25/Rev.2%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true
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/english/docs_e/legal_e/24-scm_03_e.htm#art28_1
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PART 3 RELEVANT DOCUMENT(S) CONCERNING GUIDELINES AND FORMATS

The noti cation formats and requests pertaining to the noti cation provisions in effect can be accessed through the following links:

Questionnaire format for subsidy noti cations under Article 25 of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures and under
Article XVI of GATT 1994 G/SCM/6/Rev.1.

Format for noti cations under Article 27.13 of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures G/SCM/15.

Minimum information to be provided under Article 25.11 of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures in the reports
on all preliminary or nal countervailing actions G/SCM/3/Rev.1.

Format for semi-annual reports of countervailing duty actions pursuant to Article 25.11 of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures G/SCM/2/Rev.1.

Noti cation under Articles 25.11 and 25.12 of Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures G/SCM/129.

Noti cation of laws and regulations under Article 32.6 of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures- Supplement
G/SCM/N/1/Suppl.1.

Informal contact group on Anti-dumping Subsidies and Safeguards PC/IPL/11 Refer to Annex 7 (Semi-Annual Reports of Anti-Dumping
and Countervailing Duty Actions).

Noti cation of Competent Authorities G/SCM/N/18.
Noti cation of Laws and Regulations under Article 32.6 Of the Agreement G/SCM/N/1.
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PART 4 LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS SINCE 1995

LIST OF NOTIFICATION OBLIGATIONS

LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 25.1
Noti cations under Article 25.1.

LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 25.11 (AD HOC)
Noti cations under Article 25.11.

LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 25.11 (REGULAR-SEMIANNUAL)
Noti cations under Article 25.11.

LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 25.12
Noti cations under Article 25.12.

LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 27.13
Noti cations under Article 27.13.

LIST OF NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 27.4 PART VIII
Noti cations under
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