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THE DISCIPLINES ON SERVICES DOMESTIC REGULATION: KEY QUESTIONS

WHAT?
The disciplines apply to measures relating 
to licensing requirements and procedures, 
qualification requirements and procedures, and 
technical standards affecting trade in services. 

The focus of the disciplines lies on measures  
that are closely linked to the process of 
authorization to supply a service. They seek 
to facilitate trade in services by ensuring that 
opportunities created by market access and 
national treatment commitments are not 
undermined by opaque and complex authorization 
procedures.

The disciplines provide built-in flexibilities for 
their implementation, in order to preserve space 
for differences in WTO members’ regulatory 
capacity and approaches. For example, they allow 
to implement certain obligations “to the extent 
practicable” or in a manner consistent with WTO 
members’ legal system, or simply “encourage” 
competent authorities to take certain actions. 

The disciplines apply to sectors where specific 
commitments have been undertaken in GATS 
schedules. A possibility is foreseen for WTO 
members to voluntarily expand the application of 
the disciplines to additional sectors. 

Developing economies that adopt the disciplines 
can delay the application of specific provisions 
in sectors in which they face implementation 
difficulties for up to 7 years. The use of transitional 
periods allows them to make any necessary 
adjustments to their domestic regulatory 
frameworks. 

Least-developed countries that commit to 
the disciplines are not required to apply them 
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