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Background

 Transparency is one of the cornerstones of TBT and SPS 
agreements

 It allows commenting, reacting and adapting to 
regulations on TBT issues and sanitary and phytosanitary 
measures

 The necessity  to observe the reasonable period of time 
between notification and entry into force of the 
measure, to ensure full benefits.



Difficulties
faced by
Members

 It is not always clear whether a new regulation falls under 
SPS or TBT scope

 What’s the matter if a notification is notified to one 
Committee when it is expected to be notified to another?

 Time to communicated to interested stakeholders is 
lost

 Disciplines governing the regulation are different

 Resources are waisted when it is necessary to open a 
Specific Trade Concern to discuss if the measure has 
been presented to the appropriate Committees



Measures taken to protect:

• Human or animal health from risks arising from additives, 
contaminants, toxins or disease-causing organisms in 
food, drink, feedstuff

• Human life from plant and animal carried diseases

• Animal or plant life from pests, diseases, disease-causing 
organisms

• A country from other damage caused by entry, 
establishment or spread of pests

What do the
agreements
state?
SPS 
Definitions



 It applies to all goods:

 Technical regulations (mandatory)

 Standards (not mandatory)





What do the
Agreements
state?
SPS

 Article 7 and Annex B: Transparency

 Designation of notification authority

 Establishment of enquiry point

 Notification of draft regulations

 Publication of regulations



What





I’m sure it is a 
TBT issue...



Wow… It’s not 
quite so…



Further
reflection



Thank you!
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