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Mr Francis Gurry                    Mr Roberto Azevêdo 
 
 
This volume is the fourth in a series of annual publications from the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) and the World Trade Organization (WTO). Prepared by the WIPO-WTO Colloquium for Teachers of 
Intellectual Property, this collection of academic papers represents an important contribution to international 
scholarship in the field of intellectual property (IP). To
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In today's changing global economy, IP significantly influences the everyday lives of all citizens around the 
world.  An international IP system that can adjust to the shifting global economic landscape, while also 
stimulating innovation and furthering development, demands the understanding, participation and cooperation 
of all peoples across the societal spectrum.  Initiatives such as the Colloquium play an important role in building 
capacity, raising awareness, and engaging all societies that are affected by the evolution of the international IP 
system. 
 
We congratulate the contributing scholars for their first rate research, and we thank the Editorial Board – a 
highly distinguished group of senior IP scholars – for their invaluable support and engagement, which has 
helped establish the Papers as a credible academic publication.  We should also record our appreciation for the 
work of our colleagues in the WIPO Academy and the WTO IP Division in organizing the Colloquium and 
facilitating the publication.  Finally, we commend the Colloquium Papers as an important emerging source for 
academic research to what we trust will be a wide and ever more diverse readership. 
 
 

 

Francis Gurry 
Director General 

World Intellectual Property 
Organization 
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PREFACE 
 

This volume – the fourth in the series of academic papers resulting from the WIPO-WTO Colloquium – encapsulates 
much that is challenging, significant and fascinating in the field of intellectual property (IP) today. Always with a 
strong international dimension, the IP system is undergoing an unprecedented phase of globalization and a building 
of international institutions, bringing with it a deepened understanding of the centrality of a balanced and effective 
IP system in economic and social development. Yet this same period has precipitated an intensive, wide-ranging 
process of inquiry about how to adapt and apply IP principles to ensure economic growth, sound public policy, and 
sustainable development in diverse settings across the globe, recognizing the diversity of economic, social and 
technological settings, national developmental priorities, and legal and commercial systems. 
 
Intellectual property is seemingly ubiquitous in contemporary life, but its role and impact are both highly diverse 
and in need of careful analysis and informed debate. An IP dimension is present in many challenging public policy 
issues today.  For instance, we see growing attention to its role in promoting public health, addressing climate 
change, and achieving food security, as well as its interaction with human rights and social and economic 
development. Intellectual property has been the subject of complex, multifaceted debates at the multilateral, 
regional and national levels over the rights of indigenous people, the conservation of biodiversity, the ethics and 
use of genetic resources, Internet governance, climate change technology, and access to education and medicine.  
And behind these debates lies an essential question:  how to come to grips with the significant responsibility of IP 
systems in the current world economy, in international trade, and in national policy environment:  how should IP 
systems be designed or adapted to promote economic development, stimulate innovation, and disseminate 
knowledge in a manner that balances the rights of all stakeholders? 
 
The contemporary field of IP is therefore characterized by profound and searching debates on questions of essential 
public policy; an approach to policy-making that emphasizes empirical research, theoretical clarity, and achieves 
coherence with other areas of law; and the harvesting of practical experience from an ever widening base of 
national IP systems and participants in the policy and practice of IP.  It is, therefore, a field in need of a deeper and 
wider research effort; sophisticated, informed and carefully tailored approaches to education and practical capacity 
building; and, above all, dialogue and debate founded on a richer base of information, theoretical understanding, 
practical experience, and knowledge of its implications in other areas of law and policy. 
 
Both WIPO and the WTO have been called upon to play a role in strengthening capacity to deal with the intellectual 
challenges of these policy debates.  This increasing diversity of demand for capacity-building support has had a 
profound impact on programme design and delivery.  The WIPO Academy has developed a wide range of specialist 
courses and training activities to respond to this evolving pattern of demand, and to reach out to and support an 
ever widening range of stakeholders. 
 
The WTO IP Division continues to broaden and tailor its technical cooperation and 
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