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The document considers broadly the state of play in the 33 LDC WTO members

 

Year of joining WTO  LDC 

1995 
Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central African Republic, Djibouti, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Myanmar, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda & Zambia 

1996 Angola, Benin, Chad, Gambia, Haiti, Niger, Rwanda & Solomon Islands 

1997 Democratic Republic of Congo 

2004 Cambodia & Nepal 

2012 Samoa & Vanuatu 

2013 Lao People�¶�V Democratic Republic 

as well as on the effective supply from co-operation partners as 
foreseen under Article 67 of the TRIPS Agreement to meet those needs. 

This document does as such not attempt a discussion or assessment of TRIPS compliance 
by LDC members; nor does it address the specific issue of a possible extension of the 
transitional period for LDCs for implementation of the TRIPS Agreement 
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The TRIPS Agreement provides minimum standards for protection for each of these eight 
types of IP, as well as enforcement, whilst leaving it to individual countries to determine their 
implementation strategy and trajectory. The TRIPS Agreement drew on several existing 
treaties (including the Berne and Paris Conventions) and further extended or reinforced 
these existing IP standards. It is furthermore founded upon the same general principles of 
non-discrimination as other agreements in the WTO
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In extending the transition period for LDCs and setting up the process of communicated 
needs and coordinating the delivery of assistance to respond to the needs identified




