
 

 

WORLD TRADE 

ORGANIZATION 

 

 
WT/MIN(01)/DEC/1 

20 November 2001 

 (01-5859) 

  
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

Fourth Session 

Doha, 9 - 14 November 2001 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 

 

Adopted on 14 November 2001 

 

 

1. The multilateral trading system embodied in the World Trade Organization has contributed 

significantly to economic growth, development and employment throughout the past fifty years.  We 

are determined, particularly in the light of the global economic slowdown, to maintain the process of 

reform and liberalization of trade policies, thus ensuring that the system plays its full part in 

promoting recovery, growth and development.  We therefore strongly reaffirm the principles and 

objectives set out in the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization, and 

pledge to reject the use of protectionism. 

 

2. International trade can play a major role in the promotion of economic development and the 

alleviation of poverty.  We recognize the need for all our peoples to benefit from the increased 

opportunities and welfare gains that the multilateral trading system generates.  The majority of WTO 

Members are developing countries.  We seek to place their needs and interests at the heart of the 

Work Programme adopted in this Declaration.  Recalling the Preamble to the Marrakesh Agreement, 

we shall continue to make positive efforts designed to ensure that developing countries, and especially 

the least-developed among them, secure a share in the growth of world trade commensurate with the 

needs of their economic development.  In this context, enhanced market access, balanced rules, and 

well targeted, sustainably financed technical assistance and capacity-building programmes have 

important roles to play. 

 

3. We recognize the particular vulnerability of the least-developed countries and the special 

structural difficulties they face in the global economy.  We are committed to addressing the 

marginalization of least-developed countries in international trade and to improving their effective 

participation in the multilateral trading system.  We recall the commitments made by Ministers at our 

meetings in Marrakesh, Singapore and Geneva, and by the international community at the Third UN 

Conference on Least-Developed Countries in Brussels, to help least-developed countries secure 

beneficial and meaningful integration into the multilateral trading system and the global economy.  

We are determined that the WTO will play its part in building effectively on these commitments 

under the Work Programme we are establishing. 

 

4. We stress our commitment to the WTO as the unique forum for global trade rule-making and 

liberalization, while also recognizing that regional trade agreements can play an important role in 

promoting the liberalization and expansion of trade and in fostering development. 

 

5. We are aware that the challenges Members face in a rapidly changing international 

environment cannot be addressed through measures taken in the trade field alone.  We shall continue 

to work with the Bretton Woods institutions for greater coherence in global economic policy-making. 

 

6. We strongly reaffirm our commitment to the objective of sustainable development, as stated 

in the Preamble to the Marrakesh Agreement.  We are convinced that the aims of upholding and 
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agreements reached at an early stage in these negotiations shall be treated in accordance with the 

provisions of paragraph 47 below.  In this regard, we shall proceed as follows:  (a) where we provide 

a specific negotiating mandate in this Declaration, the relevant implementation issues shall be 
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tariff escalation, as well as non-tariff barriers, in particular on products of export interest to 

developing countries.  Product coverage shall be comprehensive and without a priori exclusions.  The 

negotiations shall take fully into account the special needs and interests of developing and least-

developed country participants, including through less than full reciprocity in reduction commitments, 

in accordance with the relevant provisions of Article XXVIII bis of GATT 1994 and the provisions 

cited in paragraph 50 below. To this end, the modalities to be agreed will include appropriate studies 

and capacity-building measures to assist least-developed countries to participate effectively in the 

negotiations. 

 

 

TRADE-RELATED ASPECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

 

17. We stress the importance we attach to implementation and interpretation of the Agreement on 

Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) in a manner supportive of 

public health, by promoting both access to existing medicines and research and development into new 

medicines and, in this connection, are adopting a separate Declaration. 

 

18. With a view to completing the work started in the Council for Trade-Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights (Council for TRIPS) on the implementation of Article 23.4, we agree to 

negotiate the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and registration of geographical 

indications for wines and spirits by the Fifth Session of the Ministerial Conference.  We note that 

issues related to the extension of the protection of geographical indications provided for in Article 23 

to products other than wines and spirits will be addressed in the Council for TRIPS pursuant to 

paragraph 12 of this Declaration. 

 

19. We instruct the Council for TRIPS, in pursuing its work programme including under the 
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non-discrimination;  modalities for pre-establishment commitments based on a GATS-type, positive 

list approach;  development provisions;  exceptions and balance-of-payments safeguards; consultation 

and the settlement of disputes between Members.  Any framework should reflect in a balanced 

manner the interests of home and host countries, and take due account of the development policies 

and objectives of host governments as well as their right to regulate in the public interest.  The special 
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TRADE FACILITATION 

 

27.
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(ii) procedures for regular information exchange between MEA Secretariats and the 

relevant WTO committees, and the criteria for the granting of observer status; 

 

(iii) the reduction or, as appropriate, elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers to 

environmental goods and services. 

 

We note that fisheries subsidies form part of the negotiations provided for in paragraph 28. 

 

32. We instruct the Committee on Trade and Environment, in pursuing work on all items on its 

agenda within its current terms of reference, to give particular attention to: 

 

 (i) the effect of environmental measures on market access, especially in relation to 

developing countries, in particular the least-developed among them, and those 

situations in which the elimination or reduction of trade restrictions and distortions 

would benefit trade, the environment and development; 

 

 (ii) the relevant provisions of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights;  and 

 

 (iii) labelling requirements for environmental purposes. 

 

Work on these issues should include the identification of any need to clarify relevant WTO rules.  The 

C
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related issues identified for the fuller integration of small, vulnerable economies into the multilateral 

trading system, and not to create a sub-category of WTO Members.  The General Council shall review 

the work programme and make recommendations for action to the Fifth Session of the Ministerial 

Conference. 

 

 

TRADE, DEBT AND FINANCE 

 

36. We agree to an examination, in a Working Group under the auspices of the General Council, 

of the relationship between trade, debt and finance, and of any possible recommendations on steps 

that might be taken within the mandate and competence of the WTO to enhance the capacity of the 

multilateral trading system to contribute to a durable solution to the problem of external indebtedness 

of developing and least-developed countries, and to strengthen the coherence of international trade 

and financial policies, with a view to safeguarding the multilateral trading system from the effects of 

financial and monetary instability.  The General Council shall report to the Fifth Session of the 

Ministerial Conference on progress in the examination. 

 

 

TRADE AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY  

 

37. We agree to an examination, in a Working Group under the auspices of the General Council, 

of the relationship between trade and transfer of technology, and of any possible recommendations on 

steps that might be taken within the mandate of the WTO to increase flows of technology to 

developing countries.  The General Council shall report to the Fifth Session of the Ministerial 

Conference on progress in the examination. 

 

 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

 

38. We confirm that technical cooperation and capacity building are core elements of the 

development dimension of the multilateral trading system, and we welcome and endorse the New 

Strategy for WTO Technical Cooperation for Capacity Building, Growth and Integration.  We instruct 

the Secretariat, in coordination with other relevant agencies, to support domestic efforts for 

mainstreaming trade into national plans for economic development and strategies for poverty 

reduction.  The delivery of WTO technical assistance shall be designed to assist developing and least-

developed countries and low-
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WTO technical assistance at an overall level no lower than that of the current year and commensurate 

with the activities outlined above. 

 

41. We have established firm commitments on technical cooperation and capacity building in 

various paragraphs in this Ministerial Declaration.  We reaffirm these specific commitments contained 

in paragraphs 16, 21, 24, 26, 27, 33, 38-40, 42 and 43, and also reaffirm the understanding in 

paragraph 2 on the important role of sustainably financed technical assistance and capacity-building 

programmes.  We instruct the Director-General to report to the Fifth Session of the Ministerial 

Conference, with an interim report to the General Council in December 2002 on the implementation 
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ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE WORK PROGRAMME 

 

45. The negotiations to be pursued under the terms of this Declaration shall be concluded not later 

than 1 January 2005.  The Fifth Session of the Ministerial Conference will take stock of progress in 

the negotiations, provide any necessary political guidance, and take decisions as necessary.  When the 

results of the negotiations in all areas have been established, a Special Session of the Ministerial 

Conference will be held to take decisions regarding the adoption and implementation of those results. 

 

46. The overall conduct of the negotiations shall be supervised by a Trade Negotiations Committee 

under the authority of the General Council.  The Trade Negotiations Committee shall hold its first 

meeting not later than 31 January 2002.  It shall establish appropriate negotiating mechanisms as 

required and supervise the progress of the negotiations. 

 

47. With the exception of the improvements and clarifications of the Dispute Settlement 

Understanding, the conduct, conclusion and entry into force of the outcome of the negotiations shall 

be treated as parts of a single undertaking.  However, agreements reached at an early stage may be 

implemented on a provisional or a definitive basis.  Early agreements shall be taken into account in 

assessing the overall balance of the negotiations. 

 

48. Nl t

48.


