
 

 
 

DECLARATION ON THE TRIPS AGREEMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

Adopted on 14 November 2001

 
 
 
1. We recognize the gravity of the public health problems afflicting many developing and least-
developed countries, especially those resulting from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other 
epidemics. 
 
2. We stress the need for the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS Agreement) to be part of the wider national and international action to address these 
problems. 
 
3. We recognize that intellectual property protection is important for the development of new 
medicines.  We also recognize the c
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6. We recognize that WTO Members with insufficient or no manufacturing capacities in the 
pharmaceutical sector could face difficulties in making effective use of compulsory licensing under 
the TRIPS Agreement.  We instruct the Council for TRIPS to find an expeditious solution to this 
problem and to report to the General Council before the end of 2002. 
 
7. We reaffirm the commitment of developed-


