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WTO holds high level trade sym po sia on
en vi ron ment and de vel op ment
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WTO Di rec tor-General Renato Ruggiero meets Chi nese
Pres i dent Jiang Zemin in Geneva on 27 March as work on 
the coun try’s ac ces sion re sumed. (Tania Tang/WTO)

Fruit and DRAMS re ports adopted

The Dis pute Set tle ment Body (DSB), on 19
March, adopted re ports on two dis putes, and

heard im ple men ta tion state ments from In dia, the Eu -
ro pean Com mu nities, Ar gen tina and Ko rea.

Ja pan’s measures affecting agricultural
products

The Ap pel late Body up held the ba sic find ing of the
panel that Ja pan’s va ri etal test ing re quire ment for
im ported ap ples, cher ries, nec tar ines and wal nuts is
with out suf fi cient sci en tific ba sis, and thus is
inconsistent with the pro vi sions of the WTO Agree ment
on San i tary and Phytosanitary Mea sures. It found an ad -
di tional vi o la tion of the Agree ment in con clud ing that
Ja pan’s re quire ments for im ported apri cots, pears,plums
and quince were not based on a risk as sess ment.

The United States urged the adop tion of the Ap pel -
late Body re port, which it said has clar i fied im por tant 
pro vi sions of the SPS Agree ment.

Con tinued on page 2 

The meet ings have been closed but a new di a logue is
now open”, de clared Di rec tor-General Renato

Ruggiero at the con clu sion of the WTO High Level
Symposia on Trade and En vi ron ment  and on Trade and
De vel op ment held at the WTO head quar ters in Geneva
on 15-16 March and 17-18 March, re spec tively.

The sym po sia marked the first time that rep re sen ta -
tives from non-governmental or ga ni za tions ex changed
views on both sub jects with se nior gov ern ment of fi cials
from the WTO mem ber and ob server gov ern ments and
with high-level rep re sen ta tives from in ter na tional or ga -
ni za tions.

Some 87 en vi ron ment-related NGOs and ac a de mia,
and 40 in dus try fed er a tions and con sumer groups par tic i -
pated in the Trade and En vi ron ment Sym po sium.
Fifty-one NGOs par tic i pated in the Trade and De vel op -
ment Sym po sium.

Mr. Ruggiero com mended the high qual ity of some
200 in ter ven tions made in the sym po sia. He noted that
many par tic i pants had urged that trade, en vi ron ment and
sus tain able de vel op ment be ad dressed in a com pre hen -
sive way, which means in clu sion of im proved mar ket ac -
cess, ca pac ity building, tech nol ogy trans fer, debt re lief
and other things.

The Di rec tor-General read a let ter by US Pres i dent
Bill Clinton to the En vi ron ment Sym po sium that stressed 
the need to strengthen en vi ron men tal pro tec tion.

Sir Leon Brittan, Vice-President of the Eu ro pean
Com mis sion,  urged WTO ne go ti a tors to “main stream”
sustainability at the Se at tle Min is te rial Con fer ence. He
had orig i nally  pro posed the hold ing the of the En vi ron -
ment Sym po sia. o
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Ja pan ex pressed re gret that the Ap pel late Body had not
ac cepted its ar gu ments. How ever, it said that noth ing in
the re port  pre vents it from pro tect ing it self from pests.

The EC said that while the re ports clar i fied SPS con -
cepts, they have also raised ques tions about panel’s as -
sess ing sci en tific jus ti fi ca tion for trade mea sures.  Brazil
hoped that the re ports would fa cil i tate its ex ports of man goes
to Ja pan.  Hun gary said it was pleased with the find ings.

The DSB adopted the Ap pel late Body re port, and the
panel re port, as mod i fied by the Ap pel late Body.

US anti-dumping duty on DRAMS
This dis pute con cerns a com plaint by Ko rea against a de -
ci sion of the US De part ment of Com merce not to re voke
the anti-dumping duty on dy namic ran dom ac cess mem -
ory semi-conductors (DRAMS) of one mega bit or above
orig i nat ing from Ko rea.  Ko rea con tended that the de ci -
sion was made de spite the find ing that the Ko rean DRAM
pro duc ers have not dumped their prod ucts for a pe riod of
more than three and a half con sec u tive years, and de spite
the ex is tence of ev i dence dem on strat ing con clu sively that
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WTO High Level Sym po sium on Trade and En vi ron ment
The fol low ing ar ti cle as well as that on the Trade and En -
vi ron ment Sym po sium are ex cerpts from the com pre hen -
sive re ports pre pared by the In ter na tional In sti tute for
Sus tain able De vel op ment. The full re ports are avail able
on the WTO Website (www.wto.org).

The World Trade Or ga ni za tion (WTO) High Level
Sym po sium on Trade and En vi ron ment was held at

the WTO in Geneva from 15-16 March. The Sym po sium
was di vided into three pan els to con sider: link ages be -
tween trade and en vi ron ment pol i cies; syn er gies be tween
trade lib er al iza tion, en vi ron men tal pro tec tion, sus tained
eco nomic growth and sus tain able de vel op ment; and in ter -
ac tion be tween trade and en vi ron ment com mu ni ties.

The Open ing Ses sion
Renato Ruggiero, Di rec tor-General, World Trade Or ga -
ni za tion, wel comed the par tic i pants and noted with plea -
sure the par tic i pa tion of large num ber of high rank ing
del e ga tions from cap i tals and rep re sen ta tives of civil so ci -
ety. He said Sir Leon Brittan had pro posed and Pres i dent
Bill Clinton en dorsed the hold ing of a High-level Sym po -
sium on Trade and En vi ron ment. He read a mes sage from
Pres i dent Clinton that stressed the need to strengthen en -
vi ron men tal pro tec tion; en sure trade rules sup port na -
tional pol i cies pro vid ing for high lev els of en vi ron men tal
pro tec tion and ef fec tive en force ment; and achieve greater
in clu sive ness and trans par ency in WTO pro ceed ings.
Pres i dent Clinton’s mes sage in di cated pro pos als the US
would make at the sym po sium in clud ing the re duc tion of
en vi ron men tally dam ag ing sub si dies and a pledge by the
US to con duct an en vi ron men tal re view of the next round
of ne go ti a tions.

Ruggiero said the aim of the sym po sium was to im -
prove the crit i cal re la tion ship be tween trade and en vi ron -
ment and better un der stand the ob jec tives and func tions of 
the WTO. He iden ti fied the ob jec tives of the WTO as low -
er ing bar ri ers be tween peo ples and na tions, avoid ing dis -
crim i na tion and cre at ing a global trad ing sys tem that is
rule-based not power-based. He stressed the need to ac cel -
er ate the work of the CTE, con sider en vi ron men tal as sess -
ments of WTO work and tackle the prob lem of pov erty.
He em pha sized that the WTO is an ally of sus tain able de -
vel op ment and un der scored the com mon ob jec tives of the
trade and en vi ron ment com mu ni ties - strong rule-based
trad ing re gime and strong and ef fec tive en vi ron men tal re -
gimes. He said this com mon ob jec tive could not be at -
tained through unilateralism, dis crim i na tory ac tions and
pro tec tion ism but through con sen sus and ne go ti a tions. He 
un der scored the need to reach global con sen sus on all en -
vi ron men tal is sues and give this con sen sus a stron ger in -
sti tu tional voice. He con cluded with a call for a new vi sion 
of global gov er nance that would em brace more na tions at
the high est level of de ci sion mak ing. 

Sir Leon Brittan , Vice-President of the Eu ro pean
Com mis sion, iden ti fied the key to suc cess ful pol icy on
trade and en vi ron ment to be a co or di nated ap proach to
sus tain able de vel op ment. He in formed the del e gates of an
EC study on the likely im pact on sus tain able de vel op ment
of a Round based on the pro posed Mil len nium agenda and

en cour aged oth ers to fol low suit. He in di cated a pref er -
ence for MEAs as com pared to uni lat eral ac tions and
stressed the need for con fi dence that WTO rules ac com -
mo date aims of Parties to MEAs. He said it was un de sir -
able for each WTO mem ber to take what ever trade
mea sures it sees fit, based on its view of the ac cept abil ity
of the way in which prod ucts are made in other coun tries.
The is sue of PPMs was linked to that of la bel ing and he
stressed the need to adopt a clear and work able ap proach
to eco-labeling. On the pre cau tion ary prin ci ple, he said
there was a need to give it greater def i ni tion and pre vent it
be ing in voked in an abu sive way. He un der lined the im -
por tance of co her ence
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dated by the rules of the mul ti lat eral trad ing sys tem. The
fi nal step would be to de ter mine how the mul ti lat eral trad -
ing sys tem should ac com mo date fun da men tal en vi ron -
men tal prin ci ples in the ser  vice of sus tain able
de vel op ment. Eco nomic lib er al iza tion has vastly dif fer -
ent ef fects de pend ing on the un der ly ing so cial, eco nomic
and en vi ron men tal con di tions. 

Ian John son , Vice Pres i dent, En vi ron mentally and
So cially Sus tain able De vel op ment of the World Bank,
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The High Level Sym po sium on Trade and De vel op ment
The WTO High Level Sym po sium on Trade and De vel op -
ment was held from 17-18 March 1999. Par tic i pants met
dur ing three panel dis cus sions to con sider: link ages be -
tween trade and de vel op ment pol i cies; trade and de vel op -
ment pros pects of de vel op ing coun tries; and fur ther
in te gra tion of de vel op ing coun tries, in clud ing the least
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A brief his tory of de vel op ing coun try par tic i pa tion in the GATT and the WTO 

Of the orig i nal 23 sig na to ries to the GATT in 1947,
11 were de vel op ing coun tries. At that time, the

GATT did not sep a rately rec og nize the spe cial sit u a -
tion of de vel op ing coun tries. The fun da men tal prin ci -
ple of the agree ment was that rights and ob li ga tions
should ap ply uni formly to all con tract ing par ties. Par -
tic i pa tion of de vel op ing coun tries in the WTO ne go ti a -
tions has in creased steadily; 25 de vel op ing coun tries
took part in the Ken nedy Round of ne go ti a tions and 68
in the To kyo Round and 76 in the Uru guay Round. To -
day, more than 100 of the 134 Mem bers of the WTO are 
de vel op ing coun tries; 29 of which are least-developed
coun tries (LDCs).

The Re view Ses sion and Fol low-Up

 Be tween 1948 and 1955, de vel op ing coun tries par -
tic i pated in tar iff ne go ti a tions and other as pects of
GATT ac tiv i ties as equal part ners. Dur ing these years,
re quests made by de vel op ing coun tries un der Ar ti cle
XVIII (Gov ern ment As sis tance to Eco nomic De vel op -
ment and Re con struc tion) for re leases from their ob li -
ga tions were ex am ined by the work ing par ties to en sure 
that the re quire ments of the pro vi sion had been ful -
filled. At the Re view Ses sion (1954-55), Ar ti cle XVIII
was over hauled with a view to giv ing de vel op ing coun -
tries ad di tional flex i bil ity with re gard to sev eral of their 
ob li ga tions. A new Ar ti cle XXVIII(bis) was in tro duced 
at the ses sion. It pro vided for pe ri odic rounds of mul ti -
lat eral ne go ti a tions, which would take into ac count the
needs of de vel op ing coun tries for a more flex i ble use of 
tar iff pro tec tion to as sist their eco nomic de vel op ment. 

The Ken nedy Round

Fol low ing a Min is te rial Meet ing in May 1963,
which laid down the prin ci ples for what was later know
as the Ken nedy Round (1963-1967), the Com mit tee on
Le gal and In sti tu tional Frame work of GATT in Re la -
tion to Less-Developed Coun tries worked on a chap ter
on Trade and De vel op ment. This chap ter, added by an
amend ing pro to col as Part IV, con tained three new Ar -
ti cles, en ti tled Prin ci ples and Ob jec tives (Ar ti cle
XXXVI), Com mit ments (Ar ti cle XXXVII) and Joint
Ac tion (XXXVIII)ionsXVII1  Tw (t41a9  Tc ase.
w (Ac ti19) Tj
0.04  Tcl fc9  Tc as9) Tj
0 -10ial
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goods, dis cuss ing im ple men ta tion prob lems o n  a
case-to-case and is sue-by-issue ba sis and mak ing im -
prove ments to dis pute set tle ment pro ce dures.

In sum ma riz ing, the mod er a tor noted that many
thoughts on in te grat ing the de vel op ing coun tries into the
mul ti lat eral trad ing sys tem had been pro vided. He noted
that de vel oped coun tries should re mem ber that an ex am -
ple is better than a ser mon. He also noted many state ments 
ques tion ing the be lief that sim ply free ing trade is  enough. 
He said LDCs will be en cour aged if the trad ing sys tem
does not be come a source of ad di tional ob li ga tions.
UNITED KING DOM  noted the im por tance of pov erty
al le vi a tion and the need for in te gra tion of trade pol i cies
into a wider set of de vel op ment pol i cies.

Closing remarks
WTO Di rec tor-General Renato Ruggiero, in clos ing
the Sym po sium, noted that by the end of the four days of
dis cus sion, around 200 in ter ven tions from del e ga tions
had been made. He said the meet ing had been pos i tive and 
con struc tive, with an im pres sive num ber of  in ter ven tions
which had con trib uted to a better knowl edge of  prob lems
per tain ing to trade and de vel op ment. He noted in  par tic u -
lar: the strong em pha sis placed on least-developed coun -
tries; the state ment by Alec Erwin that trade liberalisation
and de vel op ment pol icy re quired ad just ment in both de -
vel op ing and de vel oped coun tries; the wide con sen sus
that trade liberalisation was not on its own suf fi cient for
de vel op ment; and the sup port for closer co op er a tion be -
tween the main in ter na tional or gani sa tions to en sure an
in te grated frame work in terms of de vel op ment strat egy.

Mr. Ruggiero noted the dis cus sion about the goals to be 
pur sued through the WTO and took up Mr. Erwin’s idea
that greater so cial  eq uity should be sought in fu ture ne go -
ti a tions. It was rec og nized  that there had been dif fi cul ties
for many de vel op ing coun tries in  im ple ment ing the Uru -
guay Round re sults; this was a se ri ous is sue that needed to
be ex am ined with an open mind in or der to prepar fu ture
ne go ti a tions. Studies showed that, al though there had
been ben e fits from the Uru guay round, these had not nec -
es sar ily been evenly dis trib uted.

Re gard ing the next round of mul ti lat eral ne go ti a tions –
which many   had called a De vel op ment Round - some had 
ex pressed the need for de lay ing the ini tial phase of the ne -
go ti a tions. Oth ers had in di cated  that it was nec es sary to
meet the agreed dead line; this could be done if de vel op ing 
coun tries had greater con fi dence in them selves, their
roles, and their le ver age in forth com ing ne go ti a tions. He 
re called Mr. Ricupero’s state ment that de vel op ing coun -
tries needed  to face a pos i tive agenda with a more ag gres -
sive mind, so that they might de fine and de fend their
in ter ests suc cess fully.

The role of new tech nol o gies had been in di cated as an
es sen tial el e ment both of fu ture ne go ti a tions and of the
de vel op ment pro cess  in gen eral. He had been par tic u larly 
im pressed by ne go ti a tions for the liberalisation of tele -
com mu ni ca tions, which had been com pleted in a few
months. These ne go ti a tions had not been par tic u larly ar -
du ous for de vel op ing coun tries. They had quickly re cog -
nised that  liberalisation in tele com mu ni ca tions would be
of in ter est to them as  it would al low a flow of in vest ment
and net work tech nol ogy that would in crease their

competitivity. He also re called that de vel op ing coun tries
had made pos i tive con tri bu tions in the area of elec tronic
com merce, al low ing agree ment on an am bi tious work
programme. It was es sen tial to con sider how to use new
tech nol o gies to ac cel er ate the  de vel op ment of de vel op ing 
and least-developed coun tries. 

Mr. Ruggiero said that a ma jor suc cess of the Sym po -
sium was the full  sup port for giv ing pri or ity to the in te -
gra tion of LDCs into the  mul ti lat eral trad ing sys tem, and
the need for in dus trial coun tries to open their mar kets
through bound duty and quota free ac cess to  the ex ports
of least-developed coun tries, at an early stage of the next
Round. He also noted full sup port for the de vel op ment ofTj
0.0789  Tc 2.4836 ic u l.75 -11.254433and leas  -

-

-
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De veloping coun tries, etc
Some of the con cerns raised came, in par tic u lar, from de -
vel op ing coun tries. They said they lack the money and the
peo ple to deal with the com plex and sci en tific SPS is sues
such as adopt ing in ter na tional stan dards. They also have
dif fi cul ties in par tic i pat ing in the de vel op ment of these
stan dards.

Al though the SPS Agree ment says de vel op ing coun -
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